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SECTION A — ENGLISH ANSWERS

Q1. 'Inscriptions play an important role in the reconstruction of history’. Examine

the limitations of inscriptions as a source for reconstructing history. (2 Marks)

Answer:

* Many inscriptions are damaged, eroded, or incomplete, making accurate reading and
interpretation difficult.
» They are written in old scripts and languages (Brahmi, Kharosthi, Prakrit, Sanskrit etc.),

and decipherment errors can distort meaning.

» Most inscriptions are eulogistic in nature - composed to glorify kings/donors - so they

exaggerate achievements and present a one-sided, biased picture.

« They mainly record land grants, victories, or religious donations, and rarely provide details

of everyday social or economic life.

* Many inscriptions are undated or use different regional/era calendars, creating problems

in fixing exact chronology.

Q2. 'The policy of Dhamma has nothing to do with the propagation of Buddhism’.
In light of this statement, analyze the role of the Policy of Dhamma in

strengthening and unifying the Mauryan Empire. (2 Marks)

Answer:

» Ashoka's Dhamma was not a religious doctrine of Buddhism, but a code of moral and
ethical conduct meant for all subjects irrespective of religion - stressing non-violence,

tolerance, truthfulness, respect for elders and compassion towards all living beings.

» Through rock and pillar edicts and officials called Dhamma Mahamatras, this common

ethical code was spread across the vast and diverse empire.
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+ Since the empire had people of varied religions, languages and cultures, Dhamma

provided a shared moral framework that promoted social harmony and reduced conflicts.

* By winning the goodwill and loyalty of subjects through ethical persuasion rather than
force, Ashoka was able to strengthen control over distant provinces, thereby unifying the

empire administratively and socially.

Q3. 'The social life in eighteenth century India was a continuation of the past

legacy'. Analyze the statement with examples. (2 Marks)

Answer:

* The caste system continued to dominate social organization, with rigid social hierarchies

and practice of untouchability persisting as in earlier centuries.

» Position of women remained largely restricted - practices like purdah, child marriage and

sati continued in many regions, with limited access to education.

+ The joint family system, traditional religious rituals, fairs and pilgrimages continued largely

unchanged from the medieval period.

» Though regional cultural variations and early socio-religious reform ideas began to
emerge, the overall social structure of 18th century India largely carried forward the

legacy of earlier medieval society.

Q4. The 'Drain of Wealth' theory exposed the hollow economic policies of the
colonial government. Examine this statement in the context of the economic

impact of imperialism. (4 Marks)

Answer:

The 'Drain of Wealth' theory, propounded chiefly by Dadabhai Naoroji, argued that a significant
part of India's wealth was being transferred to Britain without any adequate economic,

commercial or material return to India. This drain took several forms:

* Home charges: salaries and pensions of British civil and military officials, interest on
debts raised in England, and expenses of the India Office were all paid out of Indian

revenues.
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Unequal trade: India was forced to export raw materials cheaply and import costly British
manufactured goods, harming Indian industry and artisans (leading to

de-industrialization).

Profits of British capitalists, planters and trading companies operating in India were

remitted back to Britain rather than being reinvested in India.

This continuous outflow of wealth left India impoverished, with little capital available for its
own industrial or infrastructural development, while it financed Britain's own industrial

growth.

Thus, the theory exposed that the so-called 'civilizing' and developmental claims of colonial

rule were hollow, since the actual economic policies were designed to serve British imperial

interests at the cost of Indian prosperity, making the drain of wealth a central feature of the

economic impact of imperialism.

Q5. Analyze how industrialization has shaped social and economic structures

across the world. What lessons can newly industrializing nations learn from the

experiences of advanced and post-colonial economies? (4 Marks)

Answer:

Industrialization transformed economies from agrarian to factory-based production, and it has

had wide-ranging social and economic effects:

Economically, it created new classes - industrial capitalists and wage-earning labour -
leading to rapid urbanization, growth of factories, banking and transport infrastructure,

and increased national income in advanced nations.

Socially, it changed family structures (from joint, agrarian families to nuclear, urban

households), created new social classes, and altered patterns of work and daily life.

However, in advanced nations, early industrialization was also accompanied by
exploitative labour conditions, environmental degradation and regional economic
disparities.

In post-colonial economies, industrial development was historically distorted by colonial
extraction, leaving these nations with weak infrastructure, limited capital and skewed

industrial bases at the time of independence.
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Lessons for newly industrializing nations: (i) pursue inclusive growth policies that protect labour
rights and reduce inequality, (ii) invest in education, skill development and technology to build
a competitive workforce, (iii) adopt sustainable and environment-friendly industrial practices to
avoid the pollution and resource depletion seen in early industrializers, (iv) strengthen
domestic markets and avoid over-dependence on a single export sector, and (v) plan
urbanization carefully to prevent the social problems of unregulated industrial growth. Learning
from both the achievements and mistakes of advanced and post-colonial economies can help

newly industrializing nations achieve balanced and sustainable development.

Q6. Project: Study the emergence of regional states in India during the 12th to
18th century. Based on your study, prepare the following lists: (i) Economic

changes (ii) Social changes (iii) Political changes (6 Marks)
Answer:

(i) Economic Changes:

» Growth of regional trade networks and markets, with increased exchange of regional

goods and crafts.

» Expansion of agriculture in newly consolidated regional territories, along with the

development of distinct regional land revenue systems.

* Rise of regional currencies/coinage and growth of local artisanal industries (textiles,

metalwork) under regional courts' patronage.

+ Development of port towns and inland trade centres linked to specific regional kingdoms

(e.g., Vijayanagara's trade links, Bengal's textile trade).
(ii) Social Changes:

» Growth of regional languages, literature and distinct cultural identities under the

patronage of regional rulers.

» Spread of syncretic religious movements such as Bhakti and Sufi traditions, promoting

social harmony across communities.

» Changes in caste configurations and local social hierarchies as new ruling groups and

landed elites emerged in different regions.
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» Patronage of regional art, architecture, music and festivals, leading to distinctive regional
cultural traditions.
(iii) Political Changes:
» Decline of large centralized empires (such as the Delhi Sultanate) and fragmentation of
political authority into smaller regional kingdoms.

* Rise of powerful regional states such as Vijayanagara, the Bahmani Sultanate, Rajput

kingdoms, the Maratha state and Sikh polity, each with its own administrative system.

* Increased warfare, shifting alliances and competition among regional powers for territory

and resources.

» Development of new regional capitals and administrative centres, reflecting

decentralization of political power across the subcontinent.
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