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Q1. Answer any one of the following questions in about 40-60 words:
(a) The villagers believe in superstitions to explain the scorpion's sting. What

does this tell us about the role of tradition in shaping people's perspectives?
Answer:

In "Night of the Scorpion,” the villagers' reliance on superstitions reveals how deeply
ingrained traditions shape their worldview. Instead of seeking medical help, they use
prayers and incantations to cure the sting, viewing the suffering as a karmic cleansing. This

highlights how traditional beliefs often override scientific reasoning in'rural communities.

Q2. Answer any one of the following questions in about 40-60 words:
(a) The crow proved himself to be a true friend of the deer. What qualities

made the crow a good friend?
Answer:

The crow proved to bera true friend through his wisdom; loyalty, and timely action. He
warned the deer about the jackal's evil intentions and later saved the deer's life by devising
a clever plan to trick the farmer. His foresight and selflessness highlight the essential

qualities of a genuine, protective friend.

Q3. Answer any one of the following questions in about 40-60 words:
(a) What strategies can hospitals and healthcare institutions implement to

ensure better biomedical waste management?

Answer:
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Hospitals can ensure better biomedical waste management by strictly segregating waste
into color-coded bins at the source. They must train their staff on safe handling, use proper
protective gear, and employ modern disposal techniques like incineration or autoclaving.

Regular monitoring and strict adherence to government guidelines are crucial.

Q4. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-150 words:
(a) Mary Kom faced many challenges on her journey to success. What qualities
helped her overcome these obstacles? How can we apply similar

determination in our own lives?
Answer:

Mary Kom faced immense challenges, including poverty, lack of proper training facilities,
and societal prejudice against women in boxing. However, she overcame these obstacles
through unwavering determination, sheer hard work, and extreme resilience. Her passion
for boxing and her never-give-up attitude helped her conquer physical and financial barriers

to become a world champion.

We can apply similar determination in our lives by staying focused on our goals regardless
of our circumstances. Instead of making excuses, we should view obstacles as stepping
stones. By cultivating self-belief, working consistently, and ignoring negative societal
pressures, we can turn our dreams into reality, just like Mary Kom did. Her journey teaches

us that grit and perseverance can defeat the toughest of circumstances.

Q5. Answer any one of the following questions inabout 100-150 words:
(a) The poem vividly describes the sights and sounds of a traditional Indian
bazaar. How does the poet use imagery and sensory details to bring the market

to life? Provide examples from the poem.
Answer:

In "In the Bazaars of Hyderabad," Sarojini Naidu masterfully uses rich imagery and sensory
details to bring the traditional Indian market to life. She appeals to the reader's visual

nn

senses with vibrant colors like "crimson and silver," "tunics of purple brocade," and "amber."

The auditory imagery is highlighted through the sounds of "cithar, sarangi and drum" played
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by musicians, and the rhythmic chants of the chanting spells.

She also incorporates olfactory (smell) and gustatory (taste) details by mentioning the
fragrance of "sandalwood, henna, and spice," and the taste of "citron, pomegranate, and
plum." By weaving these vivid descriptions of the merchants, magicians, and flower girls, the
poet captures the bustling energy, vibrant culture, and lively atmosphere of the bazaar,

making the reader feel as though they are walking through the market themselves.

Q6. Prepare any one project out of the following in about 500 words.
(a) Spend a day communicating only face-to-face without using text messages
or social media. Document your experiences and challenges. How did this

change your interactions and relationships?
Answer:

Title: A Day of Digital Detox: The Power of Face-to-Face Communication

Introduction:

In today’s hyper-connected world, our primary mode of interaction has shifted to text
messages, social media, and quick digital updates. To understand the impact of this digital
reliance on my relationships, I decided to take up the challenge of spending an entire day
communicating exclusively face-to-face, completely abstaining from text messaging and

social media.

The Experience and Challenges:
The day began with an immediate sense of isolation. My usual routine involves checking my
phone for overnight messages and responding to friends. Resisting this urge was

surprisingly difficult, highlighting my dependency on digital validation.
The first major challenge occurred when I needed to coordinate a meetup with a friend.
Normally, a quick text would suffice. Instead, I had to walk to their house. While

time-consuming, this led to a spontaneous and pleasant morning walk.

At school, the absence of instant messaging forced me to walk over to my classmates' desks
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to ask questions. Initially, I felt intrusive, but I quickly realized that these physical
interactions were resolved much faster than back-and-forth texting. However, sharing
documents and quick links became a logistical hurdle, making me appreciate the utility of

digital communication for professional and academic efficiency.

Changes in Interactions:

The most profound shift occurred in the quality of my interactions. Without the distraction
of a glowing screen, I found myself making proper eye contact. Conversations felt more
intentional and engaging. I noticed non-verbal cues—facial expressions, body language, and

vocal tone—that are entirely lost in textual communication.

During lunch, instead of mindlessly scrolling through a social media feed, I engaged in a
deep, uninterrupted conversation with my peers. We laughed louder, shared more
meaningful stories, and genuinely listened to one another. The absence of digital

interruption created a safe space for active listening.

Impact on Relationships:

This experiment had a significantly positive impact on my immediate relationships. My
family noticed that I was more "present” at the dinner table. We discussed our day without
the constant ping of notifications breaking our train of thought. It made me realize that
while social media connects us with people far away;, it often creates a barrier between us

and the people sitting right next to us.

The challenge taught me that face-to-face communication fosters empathy and emotional
closeness. Texting allows us to carefully curate our responses, but in-person conversations

are raw and authentic.

Conclusion:

Spending a day communicating only face-to-face was both challenging and incredibly
rewarding. It highlighted the convenience of modern technology but also exposed its
tendency to dilute genuine human connection. Going forward, I intend to practice 'digital

fasting' during meals and family gatherings. I learned that while social media is a great tool
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for staying updated, true relationship-building requires our physical presence, our

undivided attention, and our authentic voices.
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