
"We have met the enemy and he IS us," says Pogo,
the cartoon ch.3raaer. The enemy IS the cnss in our
educational .sysrem, and "cnss" is the only term that ac-
curately describes the sillJation. It is every bit as serious, if
not more so, than the crisis that followed the Soviet
launctling of Sputl1lk in 1957 - and for many of the
same reasons. Our failing public education system
threatens our position In the global political and business
arenas: and this time, it's not just the Soviets or the
Japanese who need robe taken seriously as competitors.
Every country in the world that graduates better prepared
students [han we do - and'there are a great many of
them - has us at a competitive disadvant.3ge.

My personal concem. and, frankly, sense of frustration
have been raised by a number of Items which have
crossed my desk in the last few months. Late last year,
Secretary of Educatlon, William Bennett, recommended a
basic core cumculum for American high schools emphasiz-
ing writing. reading. language. history, science. math. art
music and physical education; and then he pointed out
that only 15% of the high schools in this country now
offer such a progam to their students. At the same time.
according [0 Business Week magazine. federal spending
for education has dropped 17%. In my own state. Illinois,
a school pioneering in math and science for gifted
students is in d.3nger of closing because of lack of funds,
and both the illinOIS Sr."3teChamber of Commerce and the
Illinois Manufacturers Association oppose any tax increases
for education - out of fear mal higher taxes will cause
businesses [0 move elsewhere. It is disheartening to realize
that neither government officials nor businesspeople seem
to see the connection between poor education and a
poor quality work force.

While your child or mine may not be victims of this
cnsis, all too many American children are barely literate
after twelve years in our school system. Far too many
young adults cannot read and write well enough to fiJI
out a job application, and they cannot do math well
enough to make change if the electronic cash register fails.
They don't know an atorn from an aardvark. much less
have any ideas about or familiarity With "soner" su~ects
like err, literallJre or any music wntten before 1980. What
is worse, they have been so turned off by their educa-
tional experience that they have no interest in any kind' of
formalized leaming. The system as it works now doesn't
provide basics for the average student. suffiCient special
help for the culturally and economically disadvantaged or
academic challenge for me grfied.

Of course. not every school is a fallur;e. Not every child
is :Iost. We have some marvelous school systems that pro-
vide for the needs of most of their students and tum out
fully prepared graduates. Unfortunately, there are not

nearly enough of such systems. Too many lose .SlUdentl
to boredom. Indifference or simple incompetence.

We can already see some of the results of trus neglect
According to a study by the U.S. Science Foundaoon.
which compared the scientific education of students from
several countries, American students ranked below the
middle of the scale. U.S. high school seniors were near
the bottom. Last year, 55.4 % of the engineering doctoral
degrees gramed in the U.S. went to overseas students. At
Penn Sr."3te.the figure was 74%.

The problem Isn't that we're training roo many foreign
students, but that we're not training enough of our own.
While our best universities are still providing advanced
education [hat is the envy of the world. many of our
own citizens are not well enough prepared to take advan-
tage of it. Corporate recruiters for some of the country's
leading technological firms compJainthat they cannor find
a single, qualified American to hire.

Easy answers to this problem oon'r exist. Wringing our
hands, pointing 'fingers of blame or eSt.3blishlng quotas to
limit the number of foreign students training in the U.S
are nor really helpful solutions. Neither is simply throwing
money at the problem.

We must seriously reassess the place that education
holds in our own minds. Do we really care about ex-
cellence in education, and are we willing to demand It of
our own children 7 Since the improvement of the sysrem
starts at home, will we insist mat the t.v. beturned off
and the homework done 7 When the option is offered.
are we willing to insist our Children take a challenging
course instead of one that is "run", and then are we will-
ing to take the time [0 work with them and their
teachers, or go to school meetings and conferences? To a
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large degree. our children will take their cues about the
importance of the If education from us.

More than this sacrifice of time and effort we are going
to have to be prepared to sacrifice some money. and.
perhaps more painful, some of our most cherished presup-
positions. This country has some enormous economic and
fiscal problems to solve, and the educational crisis is part
of this larger picture. We are facing some tough choices
and some favorite "untouchable" spending programs may
have to be touched after all. Everyone's campaign pro-
mises to the contrary, we all may have to pay higher
taxes.

At the same time. we have to give up the Idea that
dealing with the educational crisis - either fiscally or
philosophically - is the exclusive responsibility of the state
or federal government. Education has always been a local
issue, a place where individual citizens were deeply
involved. People like us are the ones who run for the
school board and the PTA. make the phone calls and
write the letters tnat motivate change. A hassle perhaps.
but historically, that is the way the job gets done.

Businesses can respond directly to the crisis in education
too, An entrepreneur and philanthropist in New York
adopted an entire sixth grade class in the South Bronx. He
promised a complete scholarship to each child that com-
pleted high school with good grades. Better than three-
fourths of them accepted his offer. Few of us have the
wealth to do something on that scale, but we can in-
volve ourselves in creative ways like internship programs.
joint ventures and corporate or trade association scholar-
Ships. This is not the time to r~ect plans just because they
are Innovative or non-tradirional.

Certainly such ventures take time and money, but we
either become more involved in the business of improving
our schools now. or we pay later when we have to im-
plement programs to retrain workers to tasks they should
have learned in school in the first place,

We need a change in our national attitude and resolu-
tion, just as we did at the beginning of the space pro-
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gram. We must tell our elected officials that we are serious
about improving the educational system and are willing to
make the necessary sacrifices to do it. We can't expect
politicians to commit political suicide. If we routinely res-
pond to the candidate who offers us the easy. short term
solution at the price of a mortgaged future farther down
the road, then we cannot be surprised if that is what we
get.

Secretary of Education William Bennett demands that
we "raise the expectations" for our children, demanding
the best from them. At the same time. we should "raise
the expectations" for our politicians and ourselves as well.
We can demand more than the cheap. easy. popular or
fadle solution to our problems, and by demanding it we
will eventually get it. A democratic country gets the
government it deserves - and the government it asks for.

This is a preSidential election year. It is the perfect oppor·
tunity to get the message across [01 those we are sending
to Washington. to our state capitals. and to our local
government bUIldings. The message is that we need a
better educational system and that we are willing to
work, sacrifice and support officials who will provide us
with the necessary leadership to get the job done.

What is at stake here is nothing less than our children's
and grandchildren's futures - futures conceivably
populated with more and more under-educated people
pushed out into society where they can funaion only
minimally. The longer we wait, the higher the price
becomes, If we don't give American children the best
training possible, we deprive them of the tools necessary
for their own welfare and for the welfare of the counrry
as a whole.

The crisis in American education is real. It is as real a
threat as any disease, invasion or high tech weapon, If
we ignore it it will go away - along with any oppor-
tunity for our country to maintain its standard of living
and its position ofleader.ship in the world.

Michael Goldstein, Edltor/PubJisher

SPECIAL OFFERI SAVE 8IGONMETRIc., AMERICANARD LARGE GAGE SETS. 'I,.
A,U.GAGESHAVE 80TH 14·112" AND' 2fP PRES8UR'E ANGLES

Ship_.__ ",I(s)of all 1hree,Metric,AmBttican and ta:rge Gagel@$115.00(a$296.05value)11

Shi,p' seI(S) ~ bolh IMQIri..·C 1\1 American GageS@$99.37(a$1156'25ValUe)rCi'J_.J .. 1
Ship . _< set(s) of M'I)! iMetrie Gages@$65.6.2(&$9·3.15 value) ~

Ship __ S8t(S) olonlyAmericsn, GageS@$43.7.5'(8$62.50value)1

Ship"--:"'set(s)of Ol'lly large Pitc:h(up to 1 DP) Gages.@. $91.86, (8$'39.80 value) I
CJ Q"ISdc En:i:ls9d. 'IJ'Cl p·o , .. . .. .. O! SardFFIEE a.at:g. I

NO'TiE: If payment Is:,enclosed, gages are :shippedf1elgltthae. ..1-1 1_1_1_11-11_11_1_1_1 1 1_1 __ 1-

6 GearTechnology CIRCLE A~3 01'111READER REPl V CARD,


