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J was recently hon red b th European Ass iation
a hin 'Ii I Merchant (EAMTM) at the organization's annu-

I meeting thi p t Jun in Mall rca. Spain. rganization
indu ted m a allow. E MTM' highe t h n r, be. I wed all
member ho ha made ignificant contribution a olunteers
erving the organization, which w riginally found d in 1940.

I felt e pccially han red, as I am only the 19th per on and the
send non-Eur penn to have been gi en thi award.

In ddition 10 being th publi her of Gear Technology, I am
I th pre idem f dill a hinery Co., lnc., n of th

world' large t dealers in u d ar manufa turing equipment.
ver the year, I've been an a ti volunteer in th as iation

of th u ed rna hinery u in s, including th a hinery
o al r National A iation ( ). I erv d n MD A'

ard of direct rs from 19761 1993 and on its ex uti e com-
mittee from 19 0 t 1 3. I till rve head of th inve lment
committee for th D holarship fund. I'v been on the

MTM board f r m re than 12 years and am n th ec nd
I n e. t erving member.

Receiving thi w nd rful h n r h cau d m I n fleet on
my ye of olunteer work in th a ociations, e pe ially Ihe
pportunitie that work ha. pr vided me, but al 0 the obligation

I feel we all have I help til indu trie which upport u .
orking ithin a olunteer anization can pro id great

p rtunitie 10 learn and ro. r e ample. I got my tart in
publi hing working as a volume r for the DN. wh . e ub-
idiary, achinery Infonnati n y tern ( I), publishe a

dire I ry 0 u machine tool called the Locator. I at on th
board of I.rU.te . of 1 for 17 years, erved an icer f r
eight year and erved as its pre id nt from 19 I t I

When faced with maj r buin . d i ion at MI -buying a
m infrarne c mputer. buying a mputerized typesetter, negotiat-
ing printers' contra it was we lunteers wh h d t do th
j b. 0 t iewed those Las ~ ch re but I I ked al them a

p rtunitie to leam about c rnpute . type tting and rinting.
A J learned ab ut area out. i m normal bu ine • I felt a

th ugh I wa preparing for m thing, that th wor I a doing
on the Locator u1d b
important d wn th r d. I
w right After fini hing my
pre idency at 1 in May
19 3, I was a le t launch

ar Technology th ery ne t
y ar. With ut th kn wledge
and experien e I had gained
on th Locator starting Gear
Technolog . w uld ha been
m re difficult, if n t impo. i-
ble.
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In additi n I gaining knowledge and e . nee, w rking IC>

a olunteer pro ides many opportunities to impro e y u pe pi
kill . In a olunt er rganizati n, y u w rl ith pe pIe wh

aren't behold n t y u. Often, th y' pe pi ••••·ith different agen-
das, and you have t get th m t w rk I geth 'r t I' problems.

Working in n of your indu try's volunt r rganizati nil
exposes you I different pe pic; some are y ur c rnpetitors,

me end up being lifel ng friends, By meeting and rkin
with th. pe pie, y u're e d I different app h, id
and way of ding thing -n t better. n t rse, but different.
The different iewpoints, appr aches and perspectives can he
u eful when meeting your own bu inc chall nge . II al 0

all w you a larger perspective the indu try and h w nd
wh re your c rnpany fit in.

But the p rtunitie and per nal ati fa ti n l'v received
fr m participating in the organizmi n aren't \h ns
I've given m tim .1' eat ay fell bligated t s m thing
ba k to th industri that have n good t m . In n sen ,
that bligati n c rncs fr mar spect for th work of th pe pie
who came bef rc m . Two of th se pe pi were my fath rand
grandfath r who were founding rnernb r of the MD in
1941. and eeing th ir contributi ns as lunteer wa. part f
m training. In an ther en e, feel bligated I ntribute 10

theu ce of future ene Ii n .
Th gear industry i ffect d b rganizntion that rely n

voluntee . Hard rk over th years has mad thi industry
m re organized and has made it run m re s m thl. a good
exarnpl ,can y u imagine where we w uld with ut industry
tandard ? Over Ih year, G 'and oth r tandard have

been put together by many bu y lunt wh t k th tim to
get togethe and cr te them. h re I of u ben fit from th ir
w rk very day.

It' easy to it b k and reap the ben fit
hard work. But I f el e ow it to th c
tho e who will foil w u • to plant s me ds f ur own. ]
olunteer in industry organizati ns s that when I'm don with

my career, I'll b able to look back and ee that I've made
contribution. When y ul ok ba k n y ur own career, what
will you ee?
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