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continued

Following a long line of AGMA product and specialty 
standards, splines are finally getting an opportunity to join 
the discussion. In September 2010, AGMA hosted an orga-
nizational teleconference for the formation of a new techni-
cal committee on splines. AGMA staff members Charlie 
Fischer, Amy Lane and Amir Aboutaleb helped get the com-
mittee off the ground.

Aboutaleb, AGMA staff engineer, says more than 30 
members attended the online meeting to discuss the propos-
al. The committee was formed “to address the existing lack 
of a comprehensive set of standards on design, rating, accu-
racy, application, inspection and maintenance of splines,” 
Aboutaleb says. 

The need for a spline committee was based on numerous 
inquiries received by AGMA headquarters. This need was 
echoed by some of AGMA’s existing committees such as 
the Vehicle Gearing, Flexible Couplings, Cutting Tools and 
others through a request submitted to the Technical Division 
Executive Committee (TDEC). The request was presented to 
the TDEC at their last meeting in May and approved unani-
mously.

“In general, the committee will try to ‘fill in the gap’ so 
to speak,” Aboutaleb says. “In their initial meeting, the par-
ticipants decided to distribute a survey to determine what is 
being used in terms of spline standards and what is missing 
and remains to be developed. 

Aboutaleb says the first teleconference was very encour-

aging based on the number of participants that gathered 
online to discuss the committee formation. “Due to the logis-
tics of having 30 people on teleconference, there was no in-
depth discussion in September. However, based on a quick 
survey of participants, we expect 20–25 people to attend the 
face-to-face meeting in Chicago.”

The attendees of the September online meeting included 
representatives from automotive, aerospace, mining, cou-
plings and other areas of the gear industry. The topics that 
struck the most interest included spline types, rating and 
applications. In addition, there was initial discussion of a 
possible information sheet on terms and nomenclature for 
splines. 

At the November meeting, the Spline Technical 
Committee plans to iron out all the initial proposals and 
move forward with its agenda. Aboutaleb says that positions 
within the committee will be also be determined. 

Those working with splines in the gear industry would 
benefit from getting involved in the committee and sharing 
experiences. As is the case with all AGMA committees, the 
full-time AGMA staff discusses committee work with poten-
tial new members and during visits with existing company 
members. Committee participation exposes members to new 
technologies, technical standards and education they may not 
receive on a day-to-day basis. Those that share an interest in 
specialty areas such as splines should consider becoming a 
member by filling out the online form at www.agma.org.

Brelie Gear Co, Inc. recently announced the acquisition 
of a new Mitsubishi GE-20 CNC gear hobbing machine. 
According to company president Steve Janke, this acquisi-
tion was made in part as a commitment to Brelie Gear’s 
continual improvement in quality. Additionally the improve-
ments in efficiency over the Mitsubishi machine it is replac-
ing will help to meet the production requirements of their 
growing customer list.

Earlier this year Brelie Gear purchased the assets of 

AGMA 
MOVES FORWARD 
WITH SPLINE TECHNICAL 
COMMITTEE

Brelie Gear 
EXPANDS CAPACITY, 
INVESTS IN NEW MACHINERY
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Cincinnati Gearing Systems 1202

Halifax Rack & Screw 1206

REM Chemicals, Inc. 1207

IFPE 2011 1211

Eaton Steel Bar Company 1215

GearTec, Inc. 1219

United Gear & Assembly, Inc. 1219

Kleiss Gears, Inc. 1223

Viking Forge Corp. 1225

Seitz Corp. 1227

Thermotech, Inc. 1229

Erasteel, Inc. 1232

Barit International Corp. 1233

Aerocom Industries 1234

Toolink Engineering Inc. 1234

Bluewater Thermal Services 1235

Scot Forge 1237

Golden Port International Inc. 1240

Gear Technology and Power Transmission 
Engineering magazines

1241

Goldstein Gear Machinery LLC 1241

Power Transmission Engineering and Gear 
Technology magazines

1241

The Gear Machinery Exchange/gearmachineryex-
change.com

1241

St. Louis Gear Co., Inc. 1242

Forst USA 1244

Roto-Flo & U.S. Gear Tools 1301

Society of Manufacturing Engineers 1306

X-R-I Testing 1307

Cleveland Deburring Machine Co. 1308

Li Gear Inc. 1309

Engineered Abrasives 1310

Circle Gear and Machine Co. 1311

Capstan Atlantic 1314

DTR Corp. 1315

O & D Manufacturing 1316

Davall Gears Ltd. 1318

CNC Design Pty. Ltd. 1319

IonBond LLC 1322

Canton Drop Forge 1323

UFE, Inc. 1324

Ishmeet Forgings Pvt. Ltd. 1326

ABA-PGT Inc. 1328

QMS Inc. 1329

Interstate Tool Corp. 1331

LMS North America 1332

Ludeca Inc. 1334
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63% of Gear Industry Respondents Work at Locations 
Where Employment Decreased in 2009
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“Export demand drop-off.”
—Design engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of grinding 
equipment

“Financing.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. manufacturer of aerospace 
gears
 
“Foreign ownership and plant closures to transfer manufac-
turing work out of the U.S.A.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of 4WD 
transfer cases
 
“Funding from banks difficult.”
—Employee at a U.S. manufacturer of milling equipment 

continued

What Factors Are Presenting Significant 
Challenges to Your Business?
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in Employment in 2010
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Blahnik Manufacturing. The acquisition included purchasing 
multiple 10" chuck turning centers, a vertical machining cen-
ter, as well as a horizontal machining center. Key personnel 
were also retained as a part of the acquisition. “The addition 
of this equipment and retaining key personnel will allow 
Brelie Gear to complete the gear manufacturing process for 
many of our customers from start to finish,” says Janke. 
“Producing a high quality gear requires more than just cut-
ting high quality teeth. Bringing these machining capabilities 
in-house helps us to control our costs and stay competitive in 
the marketplace, which helps our customers maintain their 
competitiveness.”

Brelie Gear plant manager Tom Wagner discussed the 
equipment Brelie Gear has acquired since 2006:

•	 Koepfer Model 200 CNC gear hobber with 
automatic loading and unloading (purchased in 
2006).

•	 Ty Miles MBLD -10-36-120 broaching machine 
(purchased in 2006).

•	 Koepfer MZ130 CNC 5000 RPM gear hobbing/
worm milling machine with automatic loading and 
unloading (purchased in 2008).

•	 Koepfer Model 200 CNC gear hobber with skiving 
attachment and automatic loading and unloading 
(purchased in 2008).

•	 Mitsubishi GE-20 CNC gear hobber. This allows 
the company to run an 8" diameter gear as coarse as 
6 DP (purchased in 2010).

•	 Koepfer Model 200 CNC gear hobber with skiving 
attachment, automatic loading and unloading, as 

Experts for used machines.

Used Gear Cutting Machines
up to 1500 mm!

Second-hand but first-rate

Ready for operation - immediately available

Further machines: MAAG, PFAUTER, TOS, PRAEWEMA

HÖFLER H 1500
Gear Grinding Machine
● wheel diam. 80/1500 mm
● module 2/25
● gear width 550 mm

Made in 

Contact: Surplex GmbH
Mr. Siegfried Bernatzki
Tel: +49 211 422737-27
siegfried.bernatzki@surplex.com
www.surplex.com

NEW_ad_surplex:gear_technology  27.10.2010  16:45  Seite 1

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.surplex.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.schnyder.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.hanikcorp.com


www.geartechnology.com     November/December  2010    GEARTECHNOLOGY 71

continued

                                E V E N T S

www.geartechnology.com     June  2009     GEARTECHNOLOGY  00

      N E W S                  

61

  C A L E N D A R

 
 

Now more than ever.....
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E-mail: service@drewco.com www.drewco.com

ISO 9001-2000 Certified

July 8–10—Gear Manufacturing Troubleshooting 
Course. Liebherr America, Saline, MI. This training school 
for gear manufacturing is a basic course offered by the Gear 
Consulting Group in regional versions throughout the year 
to reduce the time employees spend out of the offi ce while 
training. Other sessions this year will take place in California, 
September 7–9 and Ontario, Canada, dates to be announced. 
Instructors Geoff Ashcroft and Ron Green teach participants 
both theory and practical aspects of gear manufacturing while 
imparting knowledge of everyday problems and understanding 
how to think through troubleshooting. Tuition is $750 and 
includes a reference manual and certifi cate of completion from 
AGMA. For more information, call (269) 623-4993, or email 
gearconsulting@aol.com.

July 20–24—Coordinate Metrology Systems 
Conference. Louisville Marriott Downtown, Louisville, 
KY. The 25th annual CMSC will bring together professional 
and novice users of portable 3-D coordinate measurement 
technology. White papers will be presented by expert users 
from leading companies and universities; workshops, user 
group meetings and an exhibition highlight portable coordinate 
measurement systems, software, accessories, peripherals, 
inspection and measurement service providers. The CMS also 
hosts networking events, a membership banquet, entertainment 
and a local tour. For more information, visit www.cmsc.org. 

July 27–29—Powder Metallurgy Basic Short 
Course. Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel, State Coll-
ege, PA. This three-day course is designed for people starting 
out in the PM fi eld looking for an introduction, looking to learn 
about recent developments in the industry, trying to broaden 
a PM background and users of PM parts. Attendees will learn 
the history of PM, why it is viable, why use is so widespread, 
design points, production, injection molding, standards and 
the latest technologies. It is not required that attendees have a 
technical background. It is designed specifi cally for engineers, 
tool designers, product designers, metallurgists, technicians, 
QC personnel and more. For more information, visit http://
www.mpif.org/meetings/2009/2009_basic_sc.pdf or call the 
MPIF at (609) 452-7700.

September 15–17—Gear Expo. Indianapolis, 
IN. For the fi rst time since 1995 the gear industry’s premier 
trade event returns to Indianapolis featuring fi ve pavilions 
on the show fl oor: aerospace, breakdown, energy, powder 
metal/plastics and tooling. AGMA anticipates more than 175 
exhibitors and 3,000 attendees from 43 states and 36 countries. 
This year’s Gear Expo is co-located with the Heat Treating 
Society’s Conference and Exposition, which is expected to 
add another 3,000 attendees and 180 exhibitors. For more 
information, go to www.gearexpo.com or visit our Gear 
Technology Gear Expo Showroom at www.geartechnology.
com/gearexpo.

GT 6-09 72pgs.indd   61 6/11/2009   11:24:21 AM
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well as a triple distributor system that allows for 
additional part capacity for higher volume jobs 
(delivery due Spring of 2011).

In preparation for anticipated accelerated growth over 
the next few years, Ronson Gears has announced a change 
in management to better service new and existing custom-
ers both in Australia and overseas. Stephen Bell moves to 
a key role in internal sales/estimating after eight years as 
production manager.  Darren Snow has been promoted to 
the new role of operations manager. Elwin Drummond is 

Stephen Bell (left) takes on a key role in 
internal sales/estimating while Darren Snow 
(right) has been promoted to operations man-
ager.

Ronson Gear 
ANNOUNCES STAFF MOVES

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.bourn-koch.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.qtcgears.com
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Vari-Roll -- Backed by 50 years Experience

Production Composite Inspection

Custom Design & Build Part Gear Mounting Fixtures

Standard Mounting Fixtures - Spurs, Helicals,                

       Bevels, Pinion Shafts, Worms, Throated Worms

100 Shore Drive  
Burr Ridge, IL  60527
Phone: 630-655-2121  
Fax: 630-655-3073
www.precisiongageco.com

For greater accuracy and efficiency, as well as 
historical record tracking, use Vari-Roll with the 
Vari-PC Gear Analyzer to achieve all your 
composite gear inspection and analysis needs. 
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Drake Manufacturing Services Co. recently shipped 
another in a series of high precision gage grinding machines 
to one of China’s emerging API gage manufacturers. A 
precision tool manufacturer in central China is in the pro-
cess of installing its second Drake internal gage grinding 
machine. The machine is a GS:TI 540 (Grinding System: 
Thread Internal) and will supplement and expand the cus-
tomer’s capacity to grind internal thread gages from 10 mm 
to 500 mm internal diameter threads. This company previ-
ously purchased a Drake GS:TI-LM 350 machine in 2005. It 
manufactures a full line of thread gages, taps, measurement 
equipment and other threading tools.

In the past two years, Baoshan Iron and Steel and Chengdu 
Chengliang Precision Tools have also expanded their gage 
grinding capabilities with the addition of Drake thread CNC 
internal and universal thread grinders.

Drake 
SHIPS GAGE GRINDING MACHINE 
TO CHINA

now the quality manager while Jason Graham has been pro-
moted to technical manager. Gavin New will continue in his 
marketing and sales role and will also begin to undertake 
some administrative responsibilities. According to manag-
ing director Gordon New, “It’s the company’s people who 
are responsible for Ronson’s long-standing reputation for 
outstanding quality and customer service. Our long-term 
relationship with customers in a range of industries including 
mining, aerospace, rail, agriculture, defense and automotive 
is important to us, and these positional changes will enhance 
those relationships.”

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.precisiongageco.com
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continued

Baoshan purchased a GS: TE/I-LM 650 universal grinder 
capable of grinding external threads up to 650 mm and 
internal threads up to 550 mm diameter. Baosteel produces 
American Petroleum Institute (API) thread gages used to 
check the integrity of threads on steel tubing and casing used 
in drilling for and transporting petroleum and natural gas. 

Romax and 
Hansen 
SIGN AGREEMENT FOR 
WIND TURBINE SERVICES

Romax Technology, the drivetrain and gearbox solutions spe-
cialist, and Hansen Transmissions International NV, the wind tur-
bine gearbox designer and manufacturer, have signed an agreement 
to combine their expertise to wind turbine manufacturers, primarily 
focused on the Chinese and South Korean markets. Romax and 
Hansen will work together to deliver to certain Chinese and South 
Korean wind turbine manufacturers a complete and technically 
advanced service for the design, development and supply of state-
of-the-art gearboxes for multi MW wind turbines. As quality, time-
to-market and cost are the cornerstones of the wind turbine industry 
going forward, this collaboration between Romax and Hansen aims 
to meet the requirements of the wind turbine manufacturers. It will 
include the design, certification and field validation of their wind 
turbine drivetrains as well as serial supply of the main components 

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.sdp-si.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.KISSsoft.com
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continued

“Global pricing in China and Europe. Due to the economic 
crisis, Europe’s pricing has become more competitive than 
the U.S. local pricing, but we believe this to be very tempo-
rary.”
—Purchasing professional at a U.S. assembler of wind tur-
bine gearboxes
 
“Higher quality standards versus lower cost prices.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a manufacturer of engine tim-
ing gears in Belgium
 
“Increased competition from other countries, high tooling 
costs, lengthy procurement process for quality tooling.”
—Manufacturing production employee at gear manufactur-
ing job shop in India
  
“Increased taxes.”
—Design engineer at a U.S. machinery manufacturer
 
“Knowledge management process and organization-wide 
process quality.”
—Design engineer at a German manufacturer of automobile 
differentials
 
“Lack of engineering expertise at customer end is leading to 
delays in development.”
—Corporate executive at a hydraulic equipment manufac-
turer in India
  
“Lack of financing to build in U.S.A.”
—Purchasing professional at a U.S. manufacturer of plan-
etary gearboxes
 
“Lack of sales.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. manufacturer of overhead 
electric cranes
 
“Long design cycle time.”
—Corporate executive at a U.S. sales office
 
“Low capital.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a U.S. manufacturer of rack 
and pinion steering components

“Low cost, high quality, fast delivery.”
—Manufacturing engineer at a manufacturer of automatic 
transmissions in India
 
“Major concern is dollar volatility and world over-concern 
for alternate world currency.”
—Corporate executive at a manufacturing company in India

Coming in 2010
New Web Design

 •  New Features

 •  Cleaner Navigation

 •  Greater Interactivity

www.geartechnology.com and 
www.powertransmission.com

What Factors Are Presenting Significant 
Challenges to Your Business?
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MTConnect 
Institute 
PROPOSES LEGACY 
TOOL GROUP

The MTConnect Institute recently proposed the estab-
lishment of the Legacy Machine Tool Connectivity Working 
Group (WG). This group will be essential in addressing the 

Hit Your Target with 
Power Transmission 
Engineering ® and 
powertransmission.com

Download our 
2011 Media Kit

At
www.powertransmission.com/mediakit.pdf 

Our Subscribers
•	67.5% of PTE
subscribers recommend, 
specify or purchase 
BEARINGS.

•	60.4% of PTE
subscribers recommend, 
specify or purchase 
GEAR DRIVES.

•	73.2% of PTE
subscribers recommend, 
specify or purchase 
GEARS.

•	55.1% of PTE
subscribers recommend, 
specify or purchase 
MOTORS & CONTROLS.

through a one-stop service. 
The cooperation between Romax and Hansen aims to 

combine a shorter time-to-market, with high-end standards, 
plus serial testing and supply. The serial supply can be pro-
vided from Hansen’s existing production facilities in Asia, 
including its state-of-the-art assembly and test facility in 
Tianjin, China. The collaborative agreement is non-exclusive 
and allows both companies to continue to work indepen-
dently.

“The wind power industry will continue to experience 
significant growth over the coming years,” says Luc De 
Proost, chief business development officer at Hansen. “Our 
partnership with Romax is a clear commitment to strength-
ening our resources, increasing and enhancing our offer-
ing, and targeting best in class time-to-market in the Asian 
region.” 

Dr. Stefan Lammens, chief technology officer at Hansen, 
adds, “We are excited by the prospect of developing this 
complementary relationship with Romax, as it enables 
Hansen to strengthen our position as one of the leading 
designers and manufacturers of high quality gear units whilst 
at the same time bringing our development activity closer to 
our Asian customers.” 

Dr. Peter Poon, chief executive officer of Romax, com-
mented: “It is our belief that combining the complementary 
capabilities and expertise of Hansen and Romax will drive 
the technical advancement and effective supply of gearboxes 
to the wind energy industry. At the same time, this is a step 
forward in the rapid global deployment of next generation 
wind turbines.”

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.powertransmission.com/mediakit.pdf
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.shotpeener.com
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SME and Tooling 
University LLC 

SIGN AGREEMENT 

The Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME), based 
in Dearborn, MI, and Tooling University LLC (Tooling U), 
based in Cleveland, recently announced they have signed 
a definitive agreement for SME to acquire all outstand-
ing shares of Tooling U. The move is an important step in 
SME’s strategy to address the global and growing need for 
skilled labor.

The substantial resources of SME’s certification prod-
ucts, in-person training and webinar offerings will be com-
bined with Tooling U’s online training platform and more 
than 400 courses to provide the global manufacturing com-
munity with a comprehensive source of manufacturing 
knowledge. Educating the current and future manufacturing 

Michael Goldstein, 
GOLDSTEIN GEAR MACHINERY LLC

Sponsored by: 

 

Excellent gear equipment 
at attractive prices

GEAR TOOLING 
 ACCESSORIES

GEAR
MACHINERY
EXCHANGE.COM

Visit: 
www.gearmachineryexchange.com

michael@goldsteingearmachinery.com

Sell your surplus 
gear machines, tooling 

& accessories 
direct to end user. 

To list your machnes on 
this website 

contact: michael@
goldsteingearmachinery.com

and

Phone:  847-437-6605  •  Fax:  847-437-6618

GEAR MACHINERY EXPERT
GLEASON MACHINERY SPECIALIST
KNOWLEDGE, INTEGRITY, TRUST & SERVICE
Get the Cadillac Machinery Experience and Knowledge

 from Cadillac Machinery’s former President. 

The Machinery Dealers National Association
 (MDNA) has relied on Michael Goldstein 

for leadership, knowledge and responsibility 
for 45 years – shouldn’t you?  

Extensive experience with organizing gear 
machinery auctions and gear department liquidations.

See our inventory at: www.gearmachineryexchange.com

 Don’t accept Fool’s GOLD –   get the real thing, 
call Michael GOLDstein at GOLDstein Gear Machinery.

Michael Goldstein

continued

very important issue of providing best practices and overall 
guidance for the physical connectivity of the thousands of 
legacy machine tools in manufacturing shops around the 
globe. The group will be led by David McPhail, president/
CEO of Memex Automation Inc., and John Turner, direc-
tor of technology for FA Consulting and Technology, as the 
co-chairs and consist of manufacturing equipment providers, 
ISVs, consultants and users.

Dave Edstrom, president and chairman of the board for 
the MTConnect Institute, stated, “This proposed working 
group is critical for enabling MTConnect on the count-
less number of manufacturing’s legacy machine tools and I 
fully expect our MTConnect Technical Advisory Group to 
approve this new working group. We want to see an array of 
hardware options to enable MTConnect for both small and 
large installations.”

“Bringing the capabilities of MTConnect to existing 
machine tools will allow manufacturers to increase produc-
tivity of their existing assets, driving down costs and increas-
ing plant output. I am excited to co-chair the MTConnect 
Legacy Machine Tool Working Group to help bring the ben-
efits of MTConnect to the existing installed base of machine 
tools,” Turner says.

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.gearmachineryexchange.com
http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.gearmachineryexchange.com
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workforce is criti-
cal for the health 
and growth of the 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
industry.

“By 2012, it 
is estimated the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s 
a l o n e  w i l l  b e 
short three mil-
lion skilled work-
ers,” says Barbara 
M .  F o s s u m , 
P h . D . ,  F S M E , 
and president of 
SME. “Acquiring 
Tooling U is part 
of a new initiative 
that will enable us 
to offer comprehensive learning and workforce development 
solutions to help companies combat this increasing talent 
shortage, and to provide a much broader span of continuing 
education opportunities for member career growth.”  

Tooling U’s online training complements SME’s highly 
regarded in-person training and certification programs to 
create a flexible, on-demand, customized and content-rich 
blended learning solution. “As the world of knowledge 
delivery continues to evolve, we will leverage the expertise 
and wealth  of knowledge  among our members  to acceler-
ate the development of new learning programs and meet the 
changing needs of the marketplace,” Fossum says.

The full range of SME professional development 
resources is designed to benefit educational institutions 
such as high schools, community colleges, tech schools and 
universities, as well as practitioners and companies. SME 
will fill the gap for individuals seeking advancement in 
their careers in many areas of a manufacturing organization 
through continuing education, including in manufacturing 
management and leadership, according to Mark Tomlinson, 
SME executive director and general manager. 

Following the acquisition, SME’s Tooling U will contin-
ue to operate without interruption, providing online educa-
tion with its existing staff from its base in Cleveland. Going 
forward, SME will invest in additional online courses and a 
more interactive interface to support all levels of employees 
from the machinist and shop-floor worker to manufacturing 
engineers and management personnel. 

 

  N E W S

http://www.geartechnology.com/ctr.php?source=EGT1110&dest=http://www.mfn.li/training



