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Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister 

Bright Start 
Miss M McIlveen asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister for an update on the 

level of interest expressed in Bright Start. 

(AQO 6282/11-15) 

 

Mr P Robinson and Mr M McGuinness: The Bright Start School Age Childcare Grant 

Scheme was launched on 27 March 2014.  The Scheme is open to existing and 

prospective providers of school age childcare services and aims to create or sustain up to 

7,000 childcare places.  Public interest in the Grant Scheme has been significant.  Our 

promotional events in April 2014 attracted close to 300 potential applicants and, to date, 

76 full applications and 60 expressions of interest have been received. 

 

Back to Top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

6 

  

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Farm Safe Awareness Courses 
Mr Swann asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, pursuant to AQW 

34162/11-15, to detail the number of participants in each financial year. 

(AQW 34461/11-15) 

 

Mrs O’Neill: In 2012/13 some 238 people were trained.  In the 2013/14 year 3,030 people 

were trained and for 2014/15 some 307 people were trained.  Since my last reply an 

additional 28 people have been trained bringing the total for 2014/15 to 335.  To date 

3,603 people have now been trained since the Farm Safe Awareness programme started 

in December 2012. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Safe Practice in Slurry Mixing Operations 
Mr Frew asked the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for an update on the 

research project at the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute on Safe Practice in Slurry 

Mixing Operations. 

(AQW 34519/11-15) 

 

Mrs O’Neill: The research project on Safe Practice in Slurry mixing Operations started in 

April 2013 and was due to finish in March 2014.  While the project itself has been 

completed the report detailing the outcomes of the project is still being finalised in the Agri-

Food and Biosciences Institute.  We expect to receive the report by the end of July. 

 

Back to Top 
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Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure 

Children Actively Involved in Sport on a Weekly Basis 
Mr Weir asked the Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure for her assessment of the number 

of children who are actively involved in sport on a weekly basis; and how this compares 

with 2009. 

(AQW 34270/11-15) 

 

Ms Ní Chuilín: Findings from the sport module of the Young Persons’ Behaviour and 

Attitudes Survey (YPBAS) conducted by NISRA in 2007, 2009 and 2013 indicate that 

young peoples’ (11-16 years) involvement in sport and physical activity in the north of 

Ireland has remained very high: 

 2007 - 98% of all young people surveyed has taken part in one or more sports 

during the last 7 days. 

 2009 - 97% of all young people surveyed has taken part in one or more sports 

during the last 7 days. 

 2013 - 96% of all young people surveyed has taken part in one or more sports 

during the last 7 days. 

 

Back to Top 
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Department of Education 

Dunclug High School 
Mr Swann asked the Minister of Education what additional resources  

(i) his Department; and  

(ii) the North Eastern Education and Library Board has provided to Dunclug High School to 

support its permitted increase in numbers. 

(AQW 33853/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd (The Minister of Education): The approved Development Proposal to 

increase pupil enrolment numbers is only due to take effect from the commencement of 

the 2014/15 Academic Year in September 2014.  No additional resources for the school 

have been considered by the Department at this current time. 

 

The North-Eastern Education and Library Board (NEELB), as Funding Authority for 

Dunclug College, has advised me that, in the short term and under the terms of the School 

Reorganisation agreement, a number of staff from Ballee High School which is scheduled 

to close on 31 August 2014 can be reallocated posts in Dunclug College.  The Board is 

liaising with the Principal to identify the staffing needs, levels and expertise required to 

accommodate the increase in enrolment at the school. 

 

Dunclug College has identified a number of spaces within its existing building which can 

be recommissioned for use as additional teaching spaces.  Dunclug Primary School has 

also offered the use of a classroom.  To support these interim measures the Board has 

allocated an initial budget of £10,000 of recurrent funds to allow a number of rooms to be 

refurbished in time for September.  In addition the NEELB is also costing the option of 

possibly renting 3 mobile classrooms, to be in place for September. 

 

Back to Top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

9 

  

Pupil Enrolment Numbers at Ligoniel Primary School 
Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Education, given increasing pupil enrolment numbers at 

Ligoniel Primary School, what action his Department is taking to address the school’s 

accommodation needs. 

(AQW 33984/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Belfast Education and Library Board (BELB) is the managing authority 

responsible for the Controlled schools in its area.  BELB’s draft primary area plan notes 

the enrolment increases at Ligoniel PS over the past six years and highlights the Board’s 

intention to increase the school’s approved enrolment from 171 to 205 places.  Effecting 

this change will require the support of an approved statutory development proposal (DP). 

 

Over the past 2 years there has been significant investment in the school with a total of 

£634,000 having been spent on improved toilet facilities, window replacement, road 

improvements and the heating system. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Mechanisms to Coordinate IT Strategy within the Education Service 
Mr Storey asked the Minister of Education what mechanisms exist to coordinate IT 

strategy within the education service. 

(AQW 34093/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Department of Education (DE) sets policy and strategy for, and approves 

investment in, ICT across the education sector.  I have approved a Strategic Outline Case 

for the modernisation of ICT systems from 2013/14 – 2017/18.  DE has established an ICT 

Programme Board to oversee ICT modernisation.  The Board includes the Chief 

Executives of the Education and Library Boards, the Chief Executive of the Council for the 

Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment and representatives from DE. 

 

C2k, which supports ICT infrastructure in schools, also has its own Programme Board.  It 

reports into the ICT Programme Board via its chair, the Chief Executive of the Western 

Education and Library Board. 

 

Back to Top 
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Pupil Services IT Systems within Education and Library Boards 
Mr Storey asked the Minister of Education how his Department is supporting Pupil 

Services IT systems within Education and Library Boards. 

(AQW 34094/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Pupil Services System comprises a range of software packages used by 

schools and Education and Library Board (ELB) headquarters.  I approved the 

replacement of the Pupil Services System in the Strategic Outline Case for the 

modernisation of ICT systems from 2013/14 – 2017/18.  This is being overseen by the ICT 

Programme Board, established by DE and including the Chief Executives of the Education 

and Library Boards and the Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Elective Home Education 
Mr Weir asked the Minister of Education how many children in the South Eastern 

Education and Library Board area receive elective home education. 

(AQW 34129/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The South Eastern Education and Library Board (SEELB) has advised that, 

at 1st January 2014, 75 children and young people were registered with the SEELB as 

being educated at home.  However, the Department recognises there may also be other 

young people who are being educated at home who are not currently registered with the 

SEELB hence the actual figure may be higher. 

 

Back to Top 
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Capital Funding Allocated in the Western Education and Library Board 
Area 
Mr Buchanan asked the Minister of Education how much capital funding has been 

allocated to each school in the Western Education and Library Board area in each of the 

last five years. 

(AQW 34146/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Department does not allocate capital funding to schools.  At the 

beginning of the financial year capital funding is allocated to each of the five Education 

and Library Boards who are responsible for capital projects in the controlled sector. 

 

Estate Operations Team (EOT) within the Department is allocated a capital funding minor 

works budget for the non-controlled sectors.  EOT recently made a call for applications for 

capital minor works schemes.  When submitted each application is assessed on its merits. 

Grant aid is allocated to successful schemes. 

 

The following table details capital expenditure in all schools in the Western Education and 

Library Board (WELB) area in each of the last five financial years: 
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** Information relating to capital expenditure in the voluntary sector has been obtained from Departmental 

records. 

*** In cases where there are minus figures these relate to accrual adjustments. 
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Dunclug High School Additional Pupils 
Mr Swann asked the Minister of Education, pursuant to AQW 33854/11-15, where 

Dunclug High School will accommodate the additional pupils. 

(AQW 34154/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: I understand that the North Eastern Education & Library Board is currently 

working with Dunclug College to ensure that the additional pupils can be accommodated 

from 1 September 2014. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Special Educational Needs 
Mrs Hale asked the Minister of Education to detail the funding provided per pupil under 

Article 60 for Special Educational Needs, broken down by school. 

(AQW 34209/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The detail of funding provided per pupil under Article 60 for Special 

Educational Needs is listed, by each ELB, in the tables below in respect of the 2013-14 

financial year: 
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Elective Home Education 
Mr Newton asked the Minister of Education to outline the arrangements for Elective Home 

Education; and for his assessment of the success of the system in relation to educational 

achievement. 

(AQW 34219/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Education and Library Boards (the Boards) have advised that the 

arrangements for elective home education vary across the 5 board areas.  However, when 

notified of children being educated at home, all Boards will make contact with the families. 

Boards can then provide a range of support and advice to parents in educating their child 

at home. This may include, for example, guidance on learning materials and on 

examination options which are suited to the child’s needs, age, ability and aptitude. 

In addition, the Boards may seek further information from parents with regard to the 

suitability of the education being provided, and follow this up with annual contact.  If a 

Board has a concern regarding the adequacy of the education provision the Board’s 

Curriculum Advisory Support Service (CASS) will consider the matter and may undertake 

a full assessment.  If necessary, Boards may also refer the details onto the Educational 

Welfare Service for follow up. 

 

The Boards have further confirmed that they do not undertake assessments of the 

achievements and outcomes of children who are educated at home.  The Department also 

has not undertaken an assessment of the system. 

 

Back to Top 
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Education of Children Diagnosed with Down Syndrome 
Mr McKay asked the Minister of Education what resources are provided to educate 

children diagnosed with Down syndrome in each Education and Library Board area; and 

whether there are any plans to increase this funding in any of the Board areas. 

(AQW 34251/11-15) 
 

Mr O’Dowd: The Chief Executives of the Education and Library Boards (ELBs) have 

advised that children identified with Down Syndrome are ordinarily the subject of a 

statement of special educational needs (SEN) which will identify the extent of the child’s 

SEN and the additional support programmes required, tailored to meet the individual 

needs of each child.  Whilst the majority of pupils with Down Syndrome are educated 

within a special school setting, some are educated within a mainstream school 

or in a Learning Support Centre attached to a mainstream school.  Funding to support this 

cohort of children, across all ELBs, will continue to be closely linked to the individual needs 

as ELBs are required to fund the tailored provision identified within a child’s statement. 

 
Back to Top 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

29 

  

Pupil Expenditure in each Education Sector 
Mr Allister asked the Minister of Education, pursuant to AQW 33795/11-15, to detail the 

total expenditure in 2013/14 in each sector; and the number of pupils enrolled in each 

sector. 

(AQW 34264/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The total expenditure in 2013-14 is not available by sector until the 

publication of LMS outturn statements in the Autumn.  Pupil numbers by sector are listed 

in the table below: 

 

 
 

Notes: 

1 Includes pupils attending Nursery Units within schools 

2 Includes pupils attending Irish Medium Units within host schools 

3 Includes Irish Medium Schools 

4 Includes pupils attending Preparatory Departments within Schools 

5 Includes Controlled Integrated schools 

 

Back to Top 
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Educational Welfare Service 
Mr Rogers asked the Minister of Education what steps are being taken by his Department 

and the Education and Library Boards to address the concerns of the Educational Welfare 

Service (EWS), given that 20,000 children missed more than 15 per cent of their lessons in 

2011/12 and less than 4000 have been referred to the EWS for support. 

(AQW 34272/11-15) 
 

Mr O’Dowd: The Chief Executives of the five Education and Library Boards (ELBs) have 

advised that they have given serious consideration to the recommendations of the NIAO 

Follow-up Report on Improving Pupil Attendance.  They have established a working group 

which will take forward the key actions that relate to the Education Welfare Service (EWS). 

This should bring enhanced consistency to the strategies and interventions that are 

implemented at school based level to support the enhanced attendance of all pupils of 

compulsory school age. 

 

Back to Top 

 

School Starting Age 
Mrs Dobson asked the Minister of Education for an update on the work being undertaken 

to identify potential options to introduce flexibility around the school starting age; and 

whether flexibility can be applied to pupils due to start school in September 2014. 

(AQW 34300/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: In order to allow parents to defer their child’s entry to Primary One changes 

to primary legislation will be required.  My officials are working with the Departmental 

Solicitor’s Office, Education and Library Boards and others to work on matters of detail and 

it would be my intention to consult on specific proposals towards the end of 2014. 

 

Back to Top 
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Ballee Community High School Pupils 
Mr Frew asked the Minister of Education  

(i) how many Ballee Community High School pupils have been placed in other schools for 

September when the school closes;  

(ii) how many have yet to be placed; and  

(iii) what action the North Eastern Education and Library Board us taking to accommodate 

these pupils into suitable places. 

(AQW 34327/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The North Eastern Education and Library Board (NEELB) has provided the 

following up-todate position as of 20 June: 

 85 pupils have been placed in other schools including 5 with Statements of Special 

Educational Needs 

 4 applications are currently being considered by schools 

 5 pupils have either failed to gain admission to their initial choice of school, are 

SEBD pupils (pupils with behavioural difficulties) and are being assisted by Board 

officers, are pupils whose parents have not been in contact with the Board and are 

being followed up by Board Officers, or are pupils who are leaving the jurisdiction. 

 

The NEELB is also continuing to work with schools and parents where there have been 

applications submitted and pupils are awaiting a reply.  With regard to a minority of parents 

whom Ballee CHS has been unable to contact, the NEELB has sent another letter, made 

telephone calls and undertaken home visits.  Together with all board services, the NEELB 

is actively seeking appropriate placements in order to meet pupil needs. 

 

Back to Top 
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Middletown Centre for Autism 
Mrs Dobson asked the Minister of Education to detail  

(i) the number of children referred to the Middletown Centre for Autism in each month of 

the last three years;  

(ii) the number who received assistance; and 

(iii) the nature of the assistance provided; and for his assessment of the referral process. 

(AQW 34388/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Chief Executive of the Middletown Centre for Autism (MCA) has advised 

that the number children and young people referred to the MCA by the Education and 

Library Boards (ELBs) in each month of the last three years is as follows: 
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Of the 40 children and young people that have been referred to MCA over this period, all 

of them have received assistance from the Centre. 

 

 



  

 

34 

  

In terms of the nature of the support provided, these children and young people will have 

been engaged in a period of intensive assessment and learning support led by the MCA’s 

multi-disciplinary team.  This includes the delivery of speech and language assessment, 

educational psychology assessment, occupational therapy assessment and curriculum 

focussed assessment in addition to informal assessment practices and the assimilation of 

information from first level services.  The intervention is normally delivered across 

environments: home, school and community settings where possible. 

 

I am content that the agreed referral process between the ELBs and MCA is effective in 

enabling the children identified by the ELBs as being suitable for assistance from the 

Centre to receive this specialist support. 

 

* Following requests from the relevant Education and Library Board, MCA will occasionally deliver their 

multidisciplinary learning support and assessment on a whole school basis rather than to specifically referred 

children.  This form of referral allows the Centre to engage with children, staff and parents in order to support 

a broader range of pupils attending the school with complex autism.  The Centre has identified the resources 

involved in a whole school referral as equating to three pupils that were individually referred.  The referrals 

documented in December 2013 involved two whole school referrals. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Phased Out Academic Selection 
Mr McKay asked the Minister of Education to list the schools that have phased out 

academic selection over the last five years; and which schools are in the process of 

phasing out academic selection. 

(AQW 34417/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: St MacNissi’s College in Carnlough abandoned academic selection in March 

2010 when it amalgamated with two other Co. Antrim schools, St Aloysius’ College, and St 

Comgall’s College, to become St Killian’s College.  Loreto College in Coleraine has been 

operating successfully as a nonselective grammar school since September 2012.  In 

March this year I approved development proposals for St Michael’s Grammar School in 

Lurgan and St Patrick’s Grammar School in Armagh to end the use of academic 

admissions criteria.  I understand that four other Catholic grammar schools are exploring 

the possibility of moving in the same direction: Loreto Grammar School in Omagh, Omagh 

Christian Brothers’ Grammar School, Dominican College in Portstewart and St Mary’s 

Christian Brothers’ Grammar School in Belfast.  However, before any such change can be 
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made, statutory development proposals will need to be published.  The statutory two 

month consultation period provides an opportunity for the public to make their views 

known and following this I will consider all the pertinent information before making my 

decision. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Schools Closing, Discontinuing or Amalgamating 
Mr Swann asked the Minister of Education to outline the difference between a school  

(i) closing; 

(ii) discontinuing; and  

(iii) amalgamating. 

(AQW 34422/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: There is no difference in meaning between a school (i) closing and (ii) 

discontinuing.  The term ‘discontinue’ is included in the legislation underpinning the 

Development Proposal process (Article 14 of the Education and Libraries (NI) Order 1986). 

The term (iii) amalgamation is described in the Sustainable Schools Policy which states at 

section 6.13 that a new school is formed to replace two or more schools of similar size 

coming together and usually means a new name, uniform etc.  An amalgamation is 

achieved by the closure/discontinuance of two or more schools and establishment of a 

new school to replace them. 

 

Back to Top 
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Drumragh Integrated College Area Planning 
Mr Craig asked the Minister of Education, given the decision of Mr Justice Treacy in 

relation to Drumragh Integrated College, what impact the implementation of Article 64 of 

the Education Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 will have on Area Planning. 

(AQW 34448/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Department’s positive approach to Article 64 is set within a wider 

statutory framework.  I take decisions in relation to the area planning process in line with 

my policies and priorities which shape the education system and make it fit for purpose to 

ensure it meets the current and future needs of pupils. 

 

Back to Top 

 

School Development Proposals: Bangor 
Mr Easton asked the Minister of Education for an update on the  

(i) Kilcooley; and  

(ii) Clandeyboye Primary schools development proposals. 

(AQW 34450/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: I approved the Development Proposals for Kilcooley and Clandeboye 

Primary Schools on 3 June 2014.  The approval for Clandeboye included a modification to 

the admissions number and implementation date to 31 August 2015.  Details of my 

decision can be found on my Department’s website, using the following link: 

http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/schools-and-infrastructure-2/area-planning/14 

schools_estate_devprop_pg/ dp_decisions_2014.htm 

 

Back to Top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/schools-and-infrastructure-2/area-planning/14%20schools_estate_devprop_pg/%20dp_decisions_2014.htm
http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/schools-and-infrastructure-2/area-planning/14%20schools_estate_devprop_pg/%20dp_decisions_2014.htm
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Proposals for New School Builds for Holywood 
Mr Easton asked the Minister of Education for an update on proposals for new school 

builds for Holywood. 

(AQW 34451/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: From my responses to your previous questions you will be aware that the 

South Eastern Education & Library Board (SEELB) identified schools in Holywood (Priory 

College; Holywood Primary School and Holywood Nursery school) along with its other 

priorities for major capital investment.  The need for clarity on enrolments at Priory College 

and the potential to increase these above sustainable schools thresholds and for alliances 

with other secondary schools in the SEELB area in relation to 6th form provision meant 

that the schools project for Holywood was not included in my previous announcements. 

This remained the position when I made my recent announcement on 24 June on a 

number of further schools to be advanced in planning.  In addition, a protocol was applied 

to prioritise the potential major works projects which I announced on 24 June.  The 

outcome of this was that Holywood Primary School did not achieve a high enough ranking 

when the protocol was applied and therefore it was not one of the schools that I was able 

to include in my announcement. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Introducing Flexibility to the Minimum School Starting Age 
Mr Rogers asked the Minister of Education for an update on introducing flexibility to the 

minimum school starting age. 

(AQW 34560/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: In order to allow parents to defer their child’s entry to Primary One changes 

to primary legislation will be required.  My officials are working with the Departmental 

Solicitor’s Office, Education and Library Boards and others to work on matters of detail and 

it would be my intention to consult on specific proposals towards the end of 2014. 

 

Back to Top 
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Head Teachers: Coaching 
Mrs McKevitt asked the Minister of Education whether his Department has considered the 

introduction of one-to-one coaching of newly appointed Head Teachers and Principals as 

a means of improving their professional competence. 

(AQO 6423/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Regional Training Unit (RTU) supports the professional development of 

leaders in all schools in the North.  This support includes matching newly appointed 

principals with a high quality serving head for one-to-one mentoring/coaching support 

aimed at improving their professional competence. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Increase of Cycle Parking Facilities at Schools 
Mr McKay asked the Minister of Education what plans he has to increase cycle parking 

facilities at schools. 

(AQW 34569/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: My Department has been working closely with Sustrans, a charitable 

organisation that is currently funded by the Department for Regional Development and the 

Public Health Agency, to deliver a three year Active School Travel Programme across the 

north of Ireland.  Part of this programme includes the provision of additional cycle parking 

facilities at schools.  The initiative is now in Year 2 with approximately 54 primary and 13 

post primary additional schools joining the initiative in September 2014. 

 

Back to Top 
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Educational Centre for Speech and Language 
Mrs Dobson asked the Minister of Education for his assessment of the criteria used by the 

Southern Education and Library Board when placing children with speech and language 

difficulties in the Educational Centre for Speech and Language; and whether children with 

the most severe difficulties receive greater consideration. 

(AQW 34570/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Southern Education and Library Board (SELB) has advised that the 

criteria used to place children with speech and language difficulties in the Educational 

Centre for Speech and Language address cognitive ability and speech and language 

skills.   

 

Children referred exhibit a significant discrepancy between non-verbal cognitive score and 

language score.  When a child meets the criteria for admission to the Centre, they are 

prioritised based on the information provided by Speech and Language Therapists and 

Educational Psychologists.  Speech and language scores used to determine the level of 

severity of each child’s language needs are taken from the most up to date speech and 

language therapy reports and are ranked in accordance with the Speech and Language 

Therapy criteria for severe, moderate, mild and average speech, language and 

communication needs.  When demand exceeds the number of places available, the 

severity and complexity of impairment will be taken into account and children with the most 

severe difficulties are prioritised.  I am content that the criteria used by SELB are 

appropriate. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Language and Communication Service 
Mrs Dobson asked the Minister of Education how the Southern Education and Library 

Board is meeting the needs of children with speech and language difficulties who are 

referred to their Language and Communication Service. 

(AQW 34571/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The Southern Education and Library Board has advised that their Language 

and Communication Service (L&CS) supports children from pre-school through to the end 

of Key Stage 2 with support being provided, through capacity building for teachers and 

training for classroom assistants, to assist them in meeting the needs of children with 
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Language and Communication needs.  This includes accredited evidence-based 

programmes which allow teachers and classroom assistants to be trained in specialist 

programmes to support language such as Makaton Language Programme 

and Talking Partners@Primary training.  The Service also provides targeted advice and 

support at all stages of the Code of Practice.  This teacher support includes advice on 

strategies, preparation of materials, and assistance in Language and Communication 

specific building resources, including information technologies. 

 

At Stage 3 of the Code of Practice, individual pupil support is provided by the L&CS as 

considered appropriate by the Board’s Educational Psychology Service.  This is a more 

intensive level of support for pupils and teachers and typically children are supported once 

a week for a year with a programme of work specific to their identified need. 

 

Back to Top 

 

BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition 
Ms Maeve McLaughlin asked the Minister of Education what support his Department 

provides for local schools that want to participate in the annual BT Young Scientist and 

Technology Exhibition in Dublin. 

(AQO 6413/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The promotion of STEM is one of my Department’s priorities and I have been 

taking significant action on a number of fronts to ensure that STEM subjects are seen as 

exciting, stimulating and fulfilling by our young people.  This includes sponsoring annual 

competitions and exhibitions such as the BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition. 

However it must be remembered that uptake of competitions and events are essentially a 

decision for individual schools to determine. 

 

Currently my Department provides funding of £30k per annum to the BT Young Scientist 

and Technology Exhibition, and this is used by BT to assist with accommodation grants, 

the prize fund and north of Ireland specific marketing activity.  To demonstrate support for 

the event, my Department promotes the competition directly to schools and I host an 

annual reception in Parliament Buildings, prior to the finals in Dublin, in recognition of all 

north of Ireland schools that entered the competition. 
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I have also reviewed the potential cost barriers associated with schools from the north that 

qualify for the final in Dublin, and I have recently agreed that my Department will provide 

an additional 50% of the BT bursary grant to those schools from the north that qualify for 

the Dublin finals. 

 

In addition my Department also works with BT to maximise media coverage at key points 

in the competition’s calendar; such as at the entry stage and at the time of the finals in 

Dublin.  I intend to build on this effort to encompass not just the BT Young Scientist Event, 

but the ‘Sentinus Young Innovators’, another successful competition that is sparking a 

passion in STEM subjects among our young people. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Enrolment of Seagoe Primary School 
Mr Anderson asked the Minister of Education what are the implications of Justice 

Treacy’s ruling on his decision not to approve an increase in the enrolment of Seagoe 

Primary School, Portadown; and whether he has any plans to revisit this decision. 

(AQW 34619/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: Judge Treacy’s ruling provided clarification on the scope of the Article 64 

duty and to whom it is owed i.e. integrated schools.  The ruling therefore has no 

implications for Seagoe Primary School. I have no plans to revisit my decision. 

 
Back to Top 

 

Spending on Education and Library Board Areas 
Mr Kinahan asked the Minister of Education how much money has been spent on 

Education Other than at School, in each of the Education and Library Board areas in each 

of the last five financial years. 

(AQW 34623/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The amount of money spent on Education Otherwise Than At School 

(EOTAS) in each of the Education and Library Board (ELB) areas in each of the last five 

financial years is as set out below: 
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Back to Top 

 

Education on Domestic Violence to Post-Primary Schools 
Mrs Cameron asked the Minister of Education whether he has any plans to introduce a 

programme of education on domestic violence to post-primary schools. 

(AQW 34637/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: I have no plans to introduce a programme of education on domestic violence 

to postprimary schools.  The Department of Education is contributing to the draft joint 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Violence Strategy (led by the Department of Health, Social 

Services and Public Safety and the Department of Justice).  The Department’s contribution 

focuses on teacher skills and quality assurance arrangements to ensure that the 

preventative curriculum offered in schools is effective. 

 

At post-primary level Learning for Life and Work, which includes Personal Development 

and Citizenship, offers pupils opportunities to explore the qualities of respectful 

relationships and develop strategies to promote personal safety. 

 

Back to Top 
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Applications for Admissions to Primary Schools 
Mr Weir asked the Minister of Education how many appeals against the failure of an 

application for admission to a primary school have been lodged against each Education 

and Library Board in each of the last five years; and how many were successful. 

(AQW 34659/11-15) 
 

Mr O’Dowd: The number of appeals against decisions of primary schools not to admit 

children in the admissions process, and the number which were upheld, are set out in the 

table below: 

 

 
The data covers the last five years for which the information is currently available 

 

Back to Top 

 

New Build for Bangor Central Integrated Primary School 
Mr Agnew asked the Minister of Education for an update on the proposed purchase of 

land at the old Bangor Leisure Centre site to facilitate a new school build for Bangor 

Central Integrated Primary School. 

(AQW 34696/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: Following my last response the South Eastern Education & Library Board 

(SEELB) made a formal offer to secure part of the former leisure centre site for use by 

Bangor Central Integrated Primary School.  SEELB is currently in negotiations with the 

Council with a view to acquiring the former leisure centre car park.  The Council 

anticipates a draft contract being provided to SEELB by 31 July 2014. 
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My officials have advised SEELB that it should prepare a business case setting out how 

the acquisition of the site provides the best value solution for the school and its pupils.  

The Department will assess the business case presented and make a decision based on 

its merits and the availability of capital budget.  If acquisition of the site is approved, the 

Board would then be required to bid for capital funding to purchase the additional land. 

 

Back to Top 

 

New Build for Dunclug High School 
Mr Swann asked the Minister of Education, following his announcement on a new build for 

Dunclug High School, whether he has considered the opportunity of developing a split site, 

utilising the current Ballee Community High School. 

(AQW 34704/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The announcement recognises the need for a new school for Dunclug 

College following the recent approval of a development proposal related to the school.  

The first step in progressing the new build will be the preparation of an Economic 

Appraisal (EA).  All site options will be considered and assessed as part of the normal 

process of preparing the EA. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Primary School: City Hospital 
Mr McGimpsey asked the Minister of Education for an update on the consolidated primary 

school proposal on part of the City Hospital site in South Belfast. 

(AQO 6419/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: The responsibility for planning the controlled schools’ estate in Belfast lies in 

the first instance with the Belfast Education and Library Board.  The Board has advised my 

Department that it is liaising with DHSSPS on this matter and the potential site on the 

Belfast City Hospital complex remains available for the proposed new south Belfast 

primary school.  The Board has also confirmed that it has identified two other potential 

sites.  All three will be assessed in an Economic Appraisal in order to determine the 

preferred option. 

 

Capital investment in a new school building cannot be considered by my Department 
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without a development proposal to amalgamate the three schools involved.  The Belfast 

Board will have to publish a proposal which I will then consider following the statutory 

consultation period.  However to date, no such proposal has been published by the Board. 

Any future capital investment will depend on the appropriate approvals being in place and 

availability of resources. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Racism: Young People 
Mr Maskey asked the Minister of Education what action his Department is taking to target 

the effects of racism among young people. 

(AQO 6420/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: First of all, may I say that the impact of these racist attacks reaches further 

than the family who have been subjected to them.  We have over 10,000 newcomer 

children in our schools here; an increase of over 900 from this time last year.  These pupils 

bring with them over 70 different home languages.  No matter where these children come 

from, what language they speak, they are entitled to an education.  My Department’s 

Newcomer Policy, published in 2009, supports newcomer pupils to access the curriculum. 

My Department funds the regional Inclusion and Diversity Service (IDS) to assist 

newcomer pupils and their schools.  Schools also receive additional funding for all 

newcomer pupils on their register. 

 

I am concerned about the recent racist attacks and the impact that they have on our 

newcomer pupils, their families and their friends.  I am meeting with the PSNI in the near 

future to discuss how my Department could be of assistance in any proposed initiatives. 

My Department is represented on the Racial Equality Forum (chaired by OFMdFM) and 

will continue to work with OFMdFM (and other relevant Departments) on the out workings 

of the Racial Equality Strategy. 

 

Back to Top 
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Ballyclare Primary School 
Mr Girvan asked the Minister of Education for an update on the proposed new school 

facility for Ballyclare Primary School. 

(AQO 6422/11-15) 

 

Mr O’Dowd: Currently there are no plans for a new build for Ballyclare Primary School. 

However a minor works scheme, in two phases, is currently underway to improve facilities 

and access provision at the school.  Phase 1 is expected to complete this month at a cost 

of £355,000 comprising a hygiene room, new staff room and toilet facility.  Phase 2, 

expected to complete in October 2014, is for a new lobby/reception area at a cost of 

£235,000.  This also includes provision of 3 small multi-purpose rooms and refurbishment 

of toilets. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Revised Written Answers 
Friday 27 June 2014 

(AQW 30039/11-15) 
 

The Chief Executive of the Middletown Centre for Autism has advised that 20 children 

were provided with outreach support from 1 April 2013 to 30 November 2013.  A further 

123 children also benefitted from support offered to the referred children within the same 

school. 
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Department for Employment and Learning 

Academic Underachievement 
Mr Anderson asked the Minister for Employment and Learning for  

(i) his assessment of; and  

(ii) statistics relating to the academic underachievement amongst Protestant working class 

communities in Upper Bann. 

(AQW 34029/11-15) 

 

Dr Farry: I refer to my answer to AQW 32697/11-15 on 17th April 2014; no further 

information has become available since that date. 

 

Back to Top 

 

Disabled Students Allowance Cost Inclusions 
Mr McMullan asked the Minister for Employment and Learning, pursuant to AQW 

33591/11-15, whether extra costs include the use of a car. 

(AQW 34099/11-15) 

 

Dr Farry: The travel allowance component of Disabled Students’ Allowances is intended 

to help with any additional travel costs a student may have to pay to attend their Higher 

Education Institution because of their disability.  For example, if a student needs to take 

either a taxi or private car because their disability prevents them from taking public 

transport on medical grounds.  In this instance, the amount of travel allowance would be 

the excess between public transport costs and the cost of the same journey by taxi or 

private car.  Students are not eligible for help with everyday travel costs which 

any student would expect to pay.  The travel allowance does not include the purchase of a 

car. 

 

Back to Top 
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South West Regional College 
Lord Morrow asked the Minister for Employment and Learning, pursuant to AQW 

31013/11-15,  

(i) to provide a copy of the correspondence sent to the South West College;  

(ii) the date he sent the correspondence; and  

(iii) whether there has been an acknowledgement or any further correspondence 

received since, including an intention to respond and supply the relevant information. 

(AQW 34243/11-15) 

 

Dr Farry: I attach as requested at  

(i) a copy of the correspondence sent to the Director of South West College. 

Regarding  

(ii), the correspondence was dated and sent by officials on 27th February 2014 and 

received by the Director on 28th February 2014. 

Regarding  

(iii), I can advise that officials have confirmed that no copy of a reply was received from 

South West College, as requested in the letter of 27th February.  As a matter of urgency, 

officials contacted the Director to determine the current situation regarding the information 

requested on the original assembly question AQW 31013/11-15.  The Director has 

confirmed that, unfortunately, the reply had been overlooked.  However, I can confirm that 

the information requested by you has now been sent by post to you directly, dated 20th 

June.  Thank you for bringing this to my attention. 
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          Annex A. 

          Adelaide House, 

          1st Floor, 

          Adelaide House, 

          39/49 Adelaide Street, 

          Belfast, 

          BT2 8FD. 

27/2/2014. 

 

Mr Malachy McAleer, 

Director South West College, 

Omagh Campus, 

2 Mountjoy Road, 

Omagh, 

Co. Tyrone. 

BT79 7AH 

 

Dear Malachy, 

 

Lord Morrow (Fermanagh and South Tyrone) has asked Minister Farry to detail (i) the 

amount paid to South West Regional College to supply tutors for specialist classes in 

special needs schools, in each of the last three years; and (ii) the current hourly rate for 

these staff. 

 

As we do hold the requested information Minister Farry has replied, copy attached and I 

would ask you to reply directly to Lord Morrow with the information requested by this 

member. 

 

I would appreciate a copy of your reply for our records and information. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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       Harriet Ferguson. 

       Head of FE Curriculum and Essential Skills 

       Room 107 

       1st Floor 

       Adelaide House 

       Belfast 

       BT2 8FD 

       02890 257425 

       Email: Harriet.ferguson@delni.gov.uk 

 

20 June 2014 

 

Lord Morrow MLA 

19 Church Street 

Drumcoo 

Dungannon 

BT71 6AB 

 

Dear Lord Morrow 

Assembly Question: AQW 31013/11-15 

 

I may have overlooked supplying some additional information you requested in AQW 

31013/11-15; apologies if that is the case. 

 

Currently, SWC provides 20 hrs/annum “Supply” teaching to special schools in the 

Dungannon area i.e. SWC teachers delivering in the special schools.  I have also attached 

the overall provision to Special Schools over the last three years.  The salary of the 

teachers varies depending on the pay scale point and their promotions. However, as an 

indicator, the part-time hourly rate would be £22/hr. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Malachy McAleer 

Director 

cc Stephen Smyth DEL 
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Notes: 
* Only those students at the ENR stage code i.e. status 1 have been included 
* Figures provided are a distinct count of pupil numbers regardless of the number of courses/qualifications 
they have enrolled on 

Back to Top 

 

Assessment of Zero Hour Contracts 
Lord Morrow asked the Minister for Employment and Learning for his assessment of zero 

hour contracts. 

(AQW 34319/11-15) 

 

Dr Farry: Information on the number of zero hours contracts in Northern Ireland and the 

variety of forms that these contracts can take is imprecise.  Given the public interest in this 

issue I launched a consultation on 23 June 2014 that seeks to determine the extent of the 

use of zero hours contracts and to provide a clearer picture of their benefit or impact within 

our economy.  The consultation period will run from 23 June 2014 until 29 September 

2014. 

 

In parallel to the public consultation I have also commissioned quantitative and qualitative 

research to provide a better understanding of the numbers of zero hours contracts and 

where they are most prevalent.  The consultation and parallel research will allow me to 

determine whether there is a need to bring forward legislative proposals or clearer 

information, advice and guidance for employers and employees availing of these 

contracts. 

 

Back to Top 
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Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety 

Training and Resources in Schools for Children with Diabetes 
Mr Dunne asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety what work his 

Department has been undertaken with Education and Library Boards to provide training 

and resources in schools for children with diabetes. 

(AQW 34134/11-15) 

 

Mr Poots: Training for teachers and school staff regarding specific health conditions is 

provided by the relevant Health and Social Care Trust. 

 

Following the diagnosis of diabetes in a school age child, a paediatric diabetic specialist 

nurse will liaise with the child’s school and school health team and provide training for staff 

in the management of diabetes which may include insulin administration and will be in line 

with the pupil’s individual healthcare plan. 

 

The guidance “Supporting Pupils with Medication Needs” (2008) was developed jointly by 

my Department and the Department of Education.  The aim of the guidance is to provide 

schools and educational establishments with assistance in drawing up policies on 

managing medication, where teachers and staff are willing to assist in the administration of 

medication. 

 

At present time, a “Best Practice Guidelines to Support Children and Young People with 

Diabetes in Schools” has been drafted and is being finalised for use in the HSC Trusts. 

At the request of the Minister for Education, a booklet “What Diabetes Care to Expect in 

Schools” has been developed.  This was co-ordinated by Diabetes UK in association with 

the Education and Library Boards and paediatric diabetes specialist nurses.  It is 

anticipated that this booklet will be launched in Autumn 2014 with a target audience 

primarily of parents of children with diabetes. 

 

Back to Top 
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Professional Services for Children with Eating Disorders 
Mr Dunne asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety what 

professional services are available for children under 12 years of age who are diagnosed 

with eating disorders. 

(AQW 34281/11-15) 

 

Mr Poots: Eating Disorder Services are provided by specialist community-based teams in 

each Health & Social Care Trust area.  The Belfast Trust provides these services for the 

South Eastern Trust.  

 

Inpatient care for children and adolescents with eating disorders is usually provided at 

Beechcroft, the Regional Child and Adolescent Mental Health Inpatient Unit.  The Unit 

provides inpatient care for children and young people up to the age of 18.  However, if a 

patient’s condition is primarily physical, clinicians may decide that the best place for 

treatment is an acute hospital setting.  In this case, acute paediatric medical and CAMHS 

eating disorders services work in partnership.  If a patient requires intense specialist 

treatment for an eating disorder, Trusts can access beds in England, Scotland and Ireland 

through the Extra Contractual Referral (ECR) process.  Developments in local Eating 

Disorder Services in recent years have resulted in a significant reduction in the number of 

children and young people having to be referred outside Northern Ireland for treatment. 

 

Back to Top 
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Central Register for Children and Adults 
Mr McMullan asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety whether he 

will set up a central register for children and adults with  

(i) Down syndrome; and  

(ii) other learning disabilities. 

(AQW 34304/11-15) 

 

Mr Poots: I do not presently plan to establish a central register for children and adults with 

Down Syndrome or other learning disabilities.  Health and Social Care Trusts currently 

monitor voluntary lists of people with a Learning Disability for planning purposes.  These 

detail client level data on each person in contact with the Trust under the Learning 

Disability programme of care, the number of contacts and the services that have been, and 

continue to be, delivered to them. 

 

I am advised that a central register, which would require constant updating, would not 

necessarily add sufficient value to planning processes to be worth the expenditure of effort 

and resource.  A central register is not considered to be the most efficient way to gather 

information on the health needs of this group, or to be used as a basis of allocating 

resources.  Additionally, concern has been expressed that a register can be seen to 

stigmatise people, as other groups with specific needs do not need to be on 

a register to get services.  Rather, the focus is on refining and improving existing services 

and sources of information, and particularly the Directed Enhanced Services for people 

with learning disabilities - delivered through primary care and GP practices.  This, and 

related initiatives, should assist in general health promotion, early detection and 

monitoring of conditions, and improve access to health services generally for people with 

learning disabilities. 

 

Back to Top 
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Department of Justice 

Dangers of Legal Highs 
Mr Ross asked the Minister of Justice whether he has had discussions with the Minister of 

Education on how young people in school can be warned about the dangers of legal highs. 

(AQW 34526/11-15) 

 

Mr Ford: The availability of counterfeit, sub standard and unlicensed medicines, 

particularly via the internet, is a global issue and regulatory bodies recognise that a multi-

faceted approach is essential to ensure any illegal activity is countermanded. 

 

Within a Northern Ireland context, the Department of Health, Social Services and Public 

Safety, through the Medicines Regulatory Group, is working with partner agencies 

including police and border authorities to act against those illegally importing or selling 

such medicines.  Whilst ‘counterfeit’ medicines are periodically detected, it is those 

medicines falling within the more general description of ‘unauthorised’ or ‘unlicensed’ that 

are more commonly encountered here and for which DHSSPS has statutory investigative 

responsibility under medicines legislation. 

 

The figures available from the Medicines Regulatory Group indicate that there have been 

16 convictions in relation to the illegal importation, possession or supply of unlicensed or 

unauthorised medicines over the last 10 years.  During the same period, however, there 

have been interceptions of significant quantities of high value illegal medicines which have 

been destroyed before reaching their intended recipient in Northern Ireland. 

 

Back to Top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


