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“A system of political, economic, military, technological, 
legal and other measures for the preparation and 
conduct of military operations in aerospace.” 

Vladmir Lyaporov, Head of the Military Academy for Aerospace 
Defense
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Aerospace Defense – A “Counter” System
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The Great Importance of Aerospace Defense

Vladimir Putin (2013-2015):

• “Strategic parity and the balance of power” depend to “a great 
extent” on the aerospace defense forces. 

• Aerospace defense is “one of the most important components” of 
Russia’s defense strategy.

• Together with nuclear weapons, it has a “special responsibility for 
ensuring Russian security.”
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Three Strategic Problems

1. The strategic risk posed by nuclear and non-nuclear means of 
aerospace attack

2. The need to underwrite Russia’s major-power status by military 
power projection capability

3. The need to influence global affairs by non-military means
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Aerospace Defense Helps Russia:

1. Mitigate the strategic risk posed by nuclear and non-nuclear means 
of aerospace attack by strengthening strategic deterrence

2. Underwrite its major-power status by military power projection 
capability by delivering warfighting capability

3. Influence global affairs through non-military means by providing 
political leverage
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What does Russia’s ability to defend against 
conventional and nuclear means of air and space 
attack mean for nuclear deterrence and strategic 
stability?
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