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“... the fully mobilized Joint Force will be capable of 

Defeating aggression by a major power, deterring 

opportunistic aggression elsewhere...”

2018 National Military Strategy

“and disrupting imminent terrorist and nuclear strategic 

WMD threats”
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Investment
Money Matters
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“The Joint Force must be able to strike diverse targets 

inside adversary air and missile defense networks...” 

“investments will prioritize developing resilient, 

survivable, federated networks and information eco-

Systems...”

Capability (NDS) 



Capacity & Capability
Need 72 Fighters/Yr to Grow Beyond Retirements

Fleet is 18% 5th Generation Fighters

How Should US Balance Capacity & Capability?

Generational Relevance





“I would now take the F 35 to combat any day and 

anywhere in the world.”



Balance
Nations Weather Balance

- Sustain Capacity with Residual Capability

Buying Balance Is Different. F-15X Fielded by 2030   

- 5th Gen SAMs In Syria Now.  Where in 2030?

- Long Term Viability of New 4th Gen Worth Cost?



NDS Capability Essentials
Obtain and Maintain High Situational Awareness

- AF Multi-Domain Command & Control

- AF Airborne Battle Management System 

Big Acquisitions Should:  

- Employ in IADS or Support that Employment     

- Feed Federated Network



Future AF Capability Outlook 
NDAA Sets Acquisition Agenda for 2020

72 x F-35s/Year - Improves Mix to 50/50 by 2030

Future is the F-22, F-35, B-21, KC-46

US Weathers 4th Gen Fleet until F-35 Fielded... and

Next Gen Sensor/Shooter is Developed



Discussion to Follow


