
	  

 

Backgrounder: Broten will protect Crowns to deliver affordability 

 

Brad Wall can’t be trusted to protect our Crowns 

 
• In the last election, Wall kept many of his plans a secret until after the ballots were cast, 

including: 

o Privatizing the profitable Information Services Corporation
1
 

o Selling off land previously protected under the Wildlife Habitat Protection Act
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o Selling off 40 profitable SLGA liquor stores
3
 

o Putting the casinos up for sale
4
 

 

Privatization costs more 
 

• After promising not to privatize Manitoba Telecom Services, the Conservative government 

sold it off in 1997.
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• Manitoba families pay 22 per cent more on their telephone bills compared to Saskatchewan 

families,
6
 and 37 per cent more for basic home phone service.
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• Manitoba Telecom Services has 114,000 fewer customer connections, but its net income 

is 72 per cent higher than SaskTel’s – because of higher rates and inferior services.
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 MTS (privatized) SaskTel (public) 

Customer connections (total 

wireless, wireline, internet, TV) 
1,304,000 1,418,000 

Revenue $1.61 billion $1.23 billion 

Net income $131.7 million $76.4 million 

Cost of basic home phone service $29.58 $21.54 

CEO compensation $7,782,241 $499,492 

Corporate income taxes, or 

dividends to province over last 

five years 

 

$1.2 million 
*MTS doesn’t expect to pay corporate 

income taxes until at least 2020 

$497 million 
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