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Our holistic approach to education fosters not only 
intellectual growth but also the development of 
character in line with our school values: resilience, 
honesty, respect, curiosity and kindness. We are 
committed to nurturing well-rounded individuals 
who are prepared to make a positive impact on their 
communities and the world beyond. 

Whether you’re joining us for the first time or 
continuing your educational journey, our dedicated 
team of staff is here to help you reach your full 
potential and achieve your goals.

As you navigate through our prospectus,  
you will discover the wide range of academic 
subjects, extracurricular activities and enrichment 
opportunities available to our Sixth Form students;  
there’s something for everyone to get involved 
in to make the most of their time with us.

We look forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form 
community and supporting you on your journey 
towards success and fulfilment.

Chrissy Hamilton,  
Head of Sixth Form

Welcome to 
West Buckland 
Sixth Form
At West Buckland School, we 
believe that who our students 
become matters just as much 
as what they achieve. 
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Sixth Form Highlights
•	� Over 60% of students gain places at 

Russell Group Universities

•	 �EPQ - Extended Project Qualification 
providing excellent preparation for 
university and employment 

•	 �Modern boarding facilities offer stepping 
stone to independent living

•	� Outstanding academic results

•	� Excellent extracurricular programme to 
support students’ wider development
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Proven 
academic 
performance

Facilities for Learning
Our students have access to the best facilities for 
learning. These include Parker’s, our Sixth Form day and 
boarding house and the Michael Morpurgo Library and 
Study Centre, providing students with an exceptional 
learning environment including the upper floor which is 
dedicated for the use of Sixth Form students.

Parker’s: Sixth Form Boarding
•	 70 en-suite study bedrooms
•	 Vibrant social spaces
•	 Preparation for independent living

The Michael Morpurgo Library
and Study Centre
•	 Open plan learning spaces
•	 Library and IT resourced classrooms
•	 Dedicated Sixth Form area
•	 Higher education and careers department

Our students’ results in the 
Sixth Form consistently place 
West Buckland School amongst 
the highest-achieving education 
institutions in South West
England. The vast majority of 
our sixth formers progress to 
their first choice of university 
course and employment.
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Throughout Years 12 and 13, the Head of Sixth Form, the 
Head of Careers and the team of tutors provide advice 
and support to help you make decisions about your future.

This includes:

Close links with a range of local and national businesses 
and our own alumni network enable us to provide first class 
careers advice through regular careers lunches and events, 
support networks and mentoring opportunities.

•	 Support with university and employment applications

•	 Mock interviews for competitive university courses  
	 or employment

•	 Visit to the UCAS Exhibition at the University of Exeter

•	 Visits to Bath, Bristol, Oxford, Exeter and Plymouth

•	 Visiting speakers on university applications, studying

	 approaches and apprenticeships

A key feature of our Sixth Form is preparing you for  
higher education and employment. We have a strong  
track record of helping students secure places at their  
first choice universities and with job applications.  
Sixth Form students receive excellent advice and 
assistance with their applications.

Our sixth formers will go on to study a huge range of 
subjects at some of the country’s best institutions. 
 
These include:

•	 Chemistry at Queen Mary University of London

•	 Veterinary Science at the University of Liverpool

•	 Business and Commerce at the University of Melbourne

•	 Mechanical Engineering (Automotive) at the University  
	 of Birmingham

•	 History at the University of Warwick

•	 Natural Sciences at the University of Cambridge

Recent students have also taken up apprenticeships and
employment opportunities in architecture, marketing,
accountancy and property management.

Where futures flourish
Igniting potential, enabling every student to thrive  
and succeed.

Our Sixth Form Leadership programme includes a peer mentoring system for Years 10 and 12, 
offering support through informal meetings, discussion groups, and lunches. This helps new 
students acclimate and provides mentors with valuable leadership experience. Year 12 students 
participate in a Leadership Programme covering leadership styles, decision making, and real-life 
scenarios. They can also apply for prefect roles, taking on responsibilities such as Head of School, 
Head of House, and Team Leader.

Our wider Sixth Form programme offers diverse activities, including CCF, Personal Finance, Model 
United Nations, Conservation and Gardening, STEM, Academic Extension, Psychology Film Club, 
Strength and Conditioning, Dance, and Academic Writing. Service is a key component, with 
students volunteering in activities like Year 9 DofE, Year 7 and 8 Sport, Prep School lessons, and 
extracurricular activities. Additionally, students can become Young Ambassadors for the Children’s 
Hospice South-West or complete a Care Volunteer Programme with the North Devon Hospice.



Academic Extension
There is a varied and interesting 
academic extension programme, 
aimed at giving the students further 
opportunity to broaden and enhance 
their learning.  

The Aldiss Society  
Named after author and former 
student Sir Brian Aldiss, the society 
provides senior students with a 
broad and diverse programme of 
guest speakers, academic discussion 
groups, cultural visits and events, 
designed to stretch, challenge and 
develop the students’ understanding 
of the world. 

The Phoenix Society  
A debating society with meetings 
held fortnightly throughout the year, 
giving members the opportunity to 
develop their public speaking and 
debating skills in an informal and 
friendly environment.

STEM/HASS activities  
STEM is aimed at those with an 
interest in science, engineering, 
maths and technology. The 
activities include dissection club, 
electronics, robotics and synthesising 
paracetamol. HASS is aimed at those 
with an interest in the humanities, arts 
and social sciences. 

Medical Society  
Led by Sixth Form students, this 
weekly group will help candidates for 
medical and healthcare professions 
prepare for their applications for 
these highly competitive courses. 

Other opportunities include:  
Maths drop in sessions,  
The Socrates Society; Spanish,  
French and Psychology Film Clubs 
and the International Society.

Life in the Sixth Form is different from that of earlier years in 
education - you will study fewer subjects in greater depth and 
follow different work patterns allowing you to study and live 
independently. At the same time, you will have the opportunity 
to play a role as one of the senior members of the school by 
holding positions of responsibility and developing leadership 
skills. All your achievements will be reflected in the completion 
of the Sixth Form Diploma. This encourages students to 
explore and experience a range of co-curricular activities 
and challenges, from academic enrichment and adventure to 
service in the community and sport.

Away from the classroom, whether you are joining from another 
school or are currently a student at West Buckland, you will 
be part of a friendly and close-knit community. There are 
many events and activities for sixth formers to get involved in, 
including dinners and social events, culminating with the Year 
13 Leavers’ Ball. 

West Buckland has long-established sporting traditions. 
Sixth formers have access to a first class fitness suite,  
all-weather pitches, tennis courts, squash court and a 25m 
indoor swimming pool. In performing arts, sixth formers are 
encouraged to develop their interests and talents across music, 
dance, drama and other areas. 

One of the great opportunities in the Sixth Form is that you can 
participate in our Outdoor Learning programme which includes 
the Duke of Edinburgh Gold and Silver Award scheme and Ten 
Tors. A Gold Award is an exceptional achievement and is highly 
regarded by employers throughout the world.

Life in the
Sixth Form
As a sixth former at West Buckland,  
you will benefit from first-class teaching, 
outstanding facilities and experience a 
superb range of extra-curricular activities.
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Personalised Learning 
and Development 
The PLD offer additional support for students who may need 
guidance organising their workload, planning an essay or 
proof-reading their work.  These sessions are weekly, open 
to all students who may benefit from this provision and 
will appear as a timetabled lesson on their schedule.  PLD 
staff are available during lunch and ECA time for additional 
support, and there are also 1:1 sessions available at an 
additional cost, if a more formal and bespoke approach is 
preferred. These focus on the student’s individual needs.



Boarding is very popular in the Sixth Form as students 
enjoy the buzz of a social boarding house and access to 
the school facilities in the evenings and weekends. Full and 
weekly boarding options are available but competition for 
rooms is strong and an early application is advised.

Students are attracted to the strong, welcoming and 
culturally-diverse boarding community where friendships  
are made for life and span the globe. 

Boarding provides the opportunity for greater independence 
and can help you prepare for university and life after  
Sixth Form.  Whether or not you intend to go on to university, 
you can have that university living-away experience for two 
years with either weekly or full boarding during Sixth Form.  
Our Sixth Form boarding house, Parker’s, includes single  
en-suite rooms and a variety of social and communal 
spaces, providing a stepping stone to independent living. 

Boarding
Join a very social and 
close-knit community

BOARDING  0908  BOARDING

Parent Testimonials:

“The school has fully lived up to  
our very high expectations and 
my child has had a wonderful year. 
She has improved her English 
tremendously and has grown in 
self-esteem and self-confidence.”

“This is the best place my daughter has ever 
attended! Thanks to the support and attention 
of teachers she felt so comfortable being 
there, many miles from home. The impact of 
the school in my child’s life is unmatched - the 
school does an incredible job.”



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  11

Angie
Since joining West Buckland School 
in 2022 for GCSEs, I’m now studying 
A levels in Maths, Business, and 
Psychology, with hopes of pursuing a 
Psychology-related degree in the future. 
The school has played a big part in 
helping me shape my goals, improve 
my time management, and build a wide 
range of skills.

With more students joining the Sixth 
Form, it’s been great getting to know 
new people and making lasting 
friendships. Parkers is a fantastic space 
for independent study and the boarders’ 
activities, like badminton and pizza 
nights, are always fun. The off-site trips 
have been unforgettable - especially 
Croyde beach at sunset and the fun of 
Thorpe Park!

Thanks to the amazing facilities at the 
Jonathan Edwards Sports Centre, I’ve 
become much more active. I use the 
gym daily and love playing volleyball, 
tennis, and table tennis.

Studying in the UK has been quite 
different from my school experience 
in Hong Kong, but the supportive staff 
and friendly students have made the 
transition smooth. I’ve grown more 
confident, made wonderful friends,  
and become much more independent.

What our Sixth Formers say

Amy
Having been at West Buckland since 
2012 when I started in Reception,  
I have found the school to be a  
constant source of support, helping  
me grow both academically and 
personally every step of the way.

I’m now studying A levels in Biology, 
Chemistry, and Geography, alongside 
an EPQ, and my next step is to read 
Medicine at university. The school 
has always encouraged my ambition, 
especially now in Sixth Form, guiding 
me through the UCAT and personal 
statement process with incredible 
support from my teachers.

Beyond the classroom, I’ve loved  
getting involved in everything from  
Duke of Edinburgh and Ten Tors to  
CCF and sailing - there really is 
something for everyone here!

Being made Deputy Head of School 
recently was a huge honour. Having 
grown up seeing others in that role,  
it feels incredible to be in this position. 
Sixth Form feels like a step into 
adulthood -there’s more independence, 
more responsibility, and plenty of 
support to help you thrive.

Jesse
I joined West Buckland School in Sixth 
Form and have found it an incredibly 
welcoming and supportive environment. 
The teaching is excellent, and my 
interest in English Literature, History, and 
Geography has grown significantly. 

Taking part in extra-curriculars like  
Model United Nations, Socrates, and 
becoming Phoenix Debating Society 
president next year has developed my 
public speaking and leadership skills.  
I’m excited to organise events and  
make the society as welcoming to  
new students as it was to me.

Sport has also become a big part of my 
routine - I regularly play tennis and swim 
with the school and enjoy running and 
football in my free time. Completing my 
first Exmoor Run was a highlight and 
inspired me to run more often. 

Boarding has been a key part of my 
experience, offering a great balance 
between study and activities. Joining the 
school for Sixth Form was an amazing 
decision; I’ve made lasting friendships 
and truly feel part of the community.

“	The nurturing staff help to develop  
	 well-rounded young people”

Parent Testimonial

Before being accepted into the Sixth Form on our 
standard academic programme, we would normally 
expect you to have acquired a minimum of five GCSE 
passes at grade 5 or above on the 9-1 grading scale 
(grade C and above for A*-G Welsh and some iGCSE 
programmes) . However, individual circumstances and 
choice of subjects are taken into account. A prospective 
student for an individual A-level subject should achieve 
at least a grade 5 in that subject at GCSE. In some 
subjects, higher GCSE grades are required. Modern 
foreign languages require a grade 6 at GCSE and science 
subjects (biology, chemistry, physics) require a grade 
7 (double 7 in combined science), although a grade 6 
may be considered in exceptional circumstances. Those 
wishing to study mathematics will have a minimum of a 
grade 7 at GCSE, while for further mathematics it is grade 
8. For psychology A-level, it is expected that students 
will have a least grade 5 in GCSE English language, 
mathematics and at least one science.

New students - UK
Every year we welcome new students from both 
independent and state schools into our Sixth Form.  
Each applicant is considered individually. If you are 
available, please come to our Open Evening in October.  

Entry requirements
We also recommend you visit us on a normal school day 
where you will have the chance to meet the Head, Head 
of Sixth Form and current students. Offers are made on 
the basis of an interview and are conditional  
on your GCSE results.

New students - International
We welcome International students from around the 
world. We look for a reasonable competence in spoken 
and written English upon your arrival at West Buckland, 
with the ability to progress with the specialist support 
of the EAL department. Where iGCSEs are not being 
studied, applicants will be assessed in the academic 
subjects they intend to follow in the Sixth Form, in 
addition to a more general aptitude test.

To assist in an application, please submit scanned copies of: 
•	 Your latest two sets of school reports 
•	 A handwritten personal statement in English,  
	 of no more than 2 sides of A4, telling us about  
	 yourself, your hobbies and academic interests.

We aim to make an application as simple as possible  
and would welcome an enquiry from you.

Please contact the Admissions team on +44 (0)1598 
760179 or email admissions@westbuckland.com 
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Scan the QR code 
for full Academic 
Curriculum details

Subject choices 
Many of you will have already begun the process of considering 
subject choices. It is important that you consider subjects you 
enjoy the most and where your chances of success are highest. 
You also need to research which are most relevant to future career 
aspirations or university courses. To study medicine, for example, 
it is essential to take A-level chemistry and at least one other 
science. A-level mathematics is important if you intend to study 
engineering or physics. It is vital that you undertake your own 
research and the best place to start is www.ucas.com and to use 
the course search facility which details degree courses offered  
by higher education institutions.  
Each course will have a summary  
of the minimum entry requirements. 

A-level/BTEC programme
Considered by many to be the ‘gold standard’ in qualifications in the 
UK, A-levels are generally academic and rigorous in nature. They tend 
to be assessed as linear qualifications, with exams taken at the end of 
the course and often with no coursework. The majority of the courses 
we offer are studied through UK-based awarding bodies, but we do 
also offer international A-levels in geography, history and economics. 
Studying A-levels is the most common way of progressing through 
to higher education but they are also suitable for those looking to 
keep their future options open and are valued by employers and 
apprenticeship providers as evidence of a high level of education. 
West Buckland alumni with good A-levels have gone onto competitive 
and fulfilling university courses, employment and apprenticeships. 

Curriculum choices
You are encouraged to start three subjects, but it might be possible to 
start on four. In certain circumstances,  some students may follow the 
equivalent of fewer than three subjects. In addition to your core academic 
programme, you should choose one or more of the following options:

Four full subjects - You might want to continue with all four full subjects 
for the remainder of the Sixth Form. The fourth subject might be 
AS-level core maths, but you would need to have a strong academic 
record to be eligible to study four full subjects. 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) - Choosing any topic of genuine 
interest to you, this will offer you both breadth and depth, extending 
you beyond your core curriculum, encouraging project management, 
independent learning, research and critical thinking. As well as being worth 
half an A-level, it is highly favoured by many of the country’s universities 
as they recognise the contribution it makes to students’ academic 
development. Many universities reduce the A-level grades required if you 
can achieve an A or B in the EPQ. Although not necessarily well-known by 
employers, the EPQ teaches students essential project management skills.

Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability – Our West Buckland Biodiversity 
Society has led many initiatives within the school to increase 
biodiversity and improve sustainability.  As a sustainability-focussed 
school, there are rich opportunities to gain experience in leading 
projects alongside this course.

The Aldiss Academics programme – You might complete one or more 
MOOCs (Massive Open Online Course) delivered by universities from 
around the world, learn new languages and embark on a programme 
of academic enrichment.

Work experience programme – Depending on your interests and 
future ambitions, you might decide to develop your experience of the 
workplace. This might be through volunteering in the school and local 
community, completing placements at local organisations including  
West Buckland School, or completing virtual experiences via Springpod.  

National Outdoor Leader Award – Would you like to gain recognised 
qualifications through your love of the outdoors? You would need 
to commit some time beyond the normal school day to discover 
or continue your passions in activities such as paddle sports, sea 
kayaking, first aid, bushcraft, climbing and hill walking. You would also 
be able to mentor younger students and fulfil the volunteering element 
of your Duke of Edinburgh qualification. 

The Sixth Form Curriculum
Sixth Form students can choose from a wide range of A-Level, BTEC and CTEC programmes, as well  
as the EPQ. If you need help deciding which of the two is more suitable for you, please contact  
Mrs Chrissy Hamilton, Head of Sixth Form at cbh@westbuckland.com for more information.

Whichever programme you choose, there are important experiences of your 
time in the Sixth Form which will be shared and common to all students:

•	 Membership of a House and a tutor group, including a programme of 
topics including study skills, post-18 options advice and getting ready 
for independent living

•	 Enrichment lessons every fortnight covering a variety of topics from 
safer driving to relationships and sex education

•	 Games lessons every Tuesday afternoon

•	 Careers lessons take place every two weeks from January of Year 12  
to December of Year 13, helping you prepare for your next steps

•	 A rich programme of academic extension, extra-curricular activities, 
MaD (Make a Difference) Monday opportunities

•	 A leadership programme starting in Year 12

•	 English as an Additional Language (EAL) for most international students. 

It is also possible to take BTEC Applied Science, Digital Music 
Production or CTEC Sport. These are specialist vocational 
(work-related) qualifications which combine practical learning with 
subject and theory content.  They can be studied either alongside 
A-levels or students can choose them as part of a standalone 
programme. They are Level 3 qualifications, equivalent to A levels  
and are well regarded by universities, further education colleges,  
and employers. BTECs are divided into units – core and optional –  
and there is coursework and a modular approach to examinations. 
Many students complete their programme by the Easter of Year 13.

Frequently asked questions
Not all Sixth Form provisions are alike and it’s important to ask some key questions when considering this 
critical stage of education.  Here you will find some key points to consider when looking at Sixth Form options.

These run at lunchtime and after school and are staffed by teachers 
with expertise in these areas.  Students gain wider opportunities outside 
of the usual school day, by participating in these clubs, which enables 
holistic development of the student. 

Does the school have any international links?

For 20 years, the school has had a partnership with Agoro Oyombe, 
our partner school in Kenya. The link promotes cultural understanding, 
academic collaboration and support for learning through our fundraising 
activities and the work of West Buckland’s International Society in the ECA 
programme. These visits have inspired students to put together incredible 
fundraising events, such as a 24 hour squash marathon.  This link provides 
invaluable opportunity to develop as a responsible global citizen.

What extras does the school provide?  

We have many sports fixtures against other local and further afield 
schools.  We offer well qualified sports coaches, all of whom lead a 
sport and drive its development.  We have a specialist strength and 
conditioning coach who develops programmes for specific sports.  We 
have lots of opportunity for musical development from choirs to jazz 
band alongside our musical theatre and drama in the form of LAMDA 
and public speaking.  Too much to mention!

Is the independent school a charity or a business? 

Who will benefit from the fees that you pay in? At West Buckland School, 
we have no shareholders or owners so any profit is ploughed back into 
the school, benefiting the students.

Can you join West Buckland School for Sixth Form?  

Yes we welcome applicants for the Sixth form, whether you are 
coming from a different independent school, a local authority school 
or have always been a home school student.  We see great success 
for students from many different backgrounds.  We have a range of 
courses including A-levels (number of subjects), vocational BTECs, 
Extended Project (EPQ) and offer leadership and personal development 
opportunities such as Duke of Edinburgh, Ten Tors, cadet leadership 
and senior prefect positions.

What does the school specialise in? 

We are a leading school in the country for sustainability across our 100-
acre site. We are introducing a vocational qualification in sustainability 
for Sixth Form students from September 2026. We are academically 
aspirational for all our students and get outdoors for DofE, CCF and 
many other activities as much as possible.

How good are your exam results? 

Our exam results are published on our website.  We are proud of 
each individual student’s results.  As a HMC school, we have been 
benchmarked for quality, transparency and providing a holistic education. 
We commit to making results transparent.  There are only 300 HMC 
schools in the UK, so look out for this as a quality-assurance measure.

How good are you at sport?  

We have students on Team Bath pathway, Exeter Chiefs academy, football, 
swimming, as well as having the athletics and cross country top ten athletes 
in the UK.  Cricket U13 girls reached regional finals, with one student chosen 
for Devon Cricket’s tour to South Africa. The school has produced elite 
sportsmen and women including international cricketer, Premier League 
footballer, Olympic medallists and international rugby players.

How many teachers do we have for each subject? Are they all 
specialist teachers? What qualifications do they have? 

We have a rich programme in so many areas, all with expert teaching in place, 
in academic subjects, creative arts, sports, outdoor learning and across all 
areas of the broad offering at West Buckland School.  We present a few 
examples below, but all of our teachers are expert in their subject area.

In our Maths department every single teacher can teach A level maths 
and further maths.  In Science, we have specialist departments offering 
single sciences at A level as well as combined science options at GCSE 
and BTEC.

In Geography we have the highest performing department in A level 
results in the school over a 25 year period.  This is down to the 
expertise and experience of our teachers, who are long-serving here 
at West Buckland School, providing consistency and continuity for 
students, another important factor to consider.

In Drama, we have incredible talent and expert teaching in drama, 
lamda, stage management, costume, musical performance, as well as 
the technical side of the theatre with an industry-experienced theatre 
technician.  In addition, our expert dance teacher provides an incredible 
programme of dance for students who achieve a very high level.

In PE, we have expert coaches, some of whom are qualified 
professional-level coaches.  All are passionate about their sport, 
providing students with the very best opportunities to play at a level that 
drives them to be their very best – be that local, regional, or national.

What extra help is offered to students in their future pathways?

A full careers guidance and programme throughout the senior school, 
with dedicated careers lessons in Year 11 and Sixth Form. This promotes 
all pathways including apprenticeships, universities and employment.

A thriving alumni network offering careers advice and work experience 
opportunities. 

Academic coaching for competitive universities such as admissions tests 
and interviews.

Scholarship awards may include both fee remission and access to 
programmes of enrichment within specific areas. 

What do your students do after they leave you?  

Everything from high quality degree courses at Cambridge, Oxford, 
Imperial College London and the University of San Diego (California), to 
degree apprenticeships with the likes of Coca Cola and employment in 
areas such as marketing, real estate and banking.

What is the professional development programme offered for teachers?

Many of our teachers and support staff have higher qualifications such 
as Masters or Doctorate.   CPD is an important part of supporting our 
staff, to ensure they are able to give the very best to the students.

What is the pastoral support programme? 

We have a strong House system which is like a big family.  
Housemasters and tutors all belong to a House and co-ordinate the 
pastoral care for each student.  We get to know them and are able to flex 
our care around their needs as they make their way through our school.

What are ‘ECAs’?  

These are extra-curricular activities that students can sign up for to 
discover their hidden talents - Green power car, Model United Nations, 
Chess, West Buckland Eco Society and numerous sports to name 
but a few!  
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This statement is at the core of the A-level course. Students will
investigate many new and creative ways of exploring art.

The focus for the portfolio is process. Trying, finding, expressing
and opening your eyes to various ways to achieve an outcome.
Research is another important element to the course, reflecting on
pieces of artwork and the practitioners creating them.

There is a Sixth Form expedition every year where we work and live 
as artists creating works from life. This will assist with the summative 
piece and accompany an exciting and personal sketchbook.

The expedition costs around £180-£200 and is beneficial for all
students undertaking the A-level course.

Independent learning and a personal journey is at the heart of the
A-level course, transferring some of the skills learnt throughout 
Year 12 to create a completely individual response.

Following the ‘Fine Art’ endorsement allows us to cross disciplines
and explore quite diverse areas within art. A-level students work
closely with art teachers in a 1:1 tutorial system. 

At the end of the academic year, there is an exhibition of students’
work and a celebration of all their achievements.

The Sixth Form have their own studio, complete with interactive
white board and studio spaces. Year 12 and 13 students have
access to this room when the department is closed, accessing
the department and room by key codes. The room is stocked with
equipment but students are asked to purchase an art kit at the
start of term.

The modern world is changing. Visual stimulus and aesthetics
are more important than ever and the demand for artists and
designers has never been stronger.

‘Creativity is allowing you to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep.’

Art & Design

Year 12 
Personal creative enquiry: The focus for Year 12 is experiencing 
new techniques and approaches to art and design to build 
confidence and core skills. Students will be creatively challenged 
with contrasting topics and methods of working. Their outcomes 
will not only be exhibited at the end of the year but also prove as a 
springboard for their studies in Year 13. There is also a set task for 
the summer holiday as a transition into the final year of A-level.

Year 13
Year 13 is a personal journey following a focus period of 
investigation into a chosen technique or theme. Discussion 
and reflection are key skills needed to develop a mature and 
interesting response. 

Personal investigation (60%): sketchbook,
Personal related study (minimum 1000 words)
Supporting studies and final piece.

Externally set task (40%)

Course Outline  
Examination Board: OCR

In addition to valuable performance or theatre design skills, 
Drama’s demanding written paper (40%) and devising portfolio 
(30%), give students an entry qualification for courses in higher 
education.  The higher order thinking skills of observation, analysis 
and evaluation tested here all lead to intelligent creative thinking: 
these not only support a career in drama or the media, but also a 
host of professions ranging from law, advertising or occupational 
therapy to social work or teaching.  Drama students learn to 
meet performance deadlines and work both independently and 
collaboratively, problem solving and ‘thinking outside the box’. 

As well as being fun, Drama students often find themselves at the 
forefront of the annual inter-House Drama Competition. 

Any Drama student needs to see as much live theatre as 
possible.  Evening theatre trips are arranged depending on what 
is programmed in the region (from Plymouth to Bristol).  Digital 
recordings of current live productions by the National Theatre and 
Royal Shakespeare Company are also permissible for the exam 
question analysing live theatre.  It is helpful, but not obligatory, to 
have studied Drama at GCSE. 

The Drama and Theatre Studies course enables students to pursue their interests 
and develop their skills in a range of practical drama elements.  Primarily, we focus 
on acting and directing, but students are encouraged to experiment with the design 
elements of costume, set, lighting and sound, according to their own interests. 
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Drama and Theatre Studies

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Edexcel

Component 1: Devising (40%)
Having studied a play text, students use a 10-minute 
section as the stimulus for independent creation of a group 
performance. This piece must demonstrate the influence 
of a drama practitioner such as Artaud, Stanislavski or 
Brecht, different from the practitioner chosen for question 
3 of the written exam.  Students may be examined for 
acting, direction or design.  The performance is worth 10%.  
Students independently produce a portfolio, worth 30%, 
analysing and evaluating their devising process and piece.

Component 2: Text in Performance (20%)
Students independently develop and deliver 
performances of a group piece and a monologue.  
These are taken from two published play texts different 
in style and subject matter from those used elsewhere.

Component 3: Drama and Theatre (40%)
3 hour written exam with three questions on: 
•  Discursive analysis of a live theatre production
•  One post 1900 play
•  One pre-20th century play

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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Music

Component 1: Performing
Option A: Minimum of three pieces. Total duration 
of performances: 10-12 minutes (35% of qualification)
Option B: Minimum of two pieces.  Total duration 
of performances: 6-8 minutes (25% of qualification)

Component 2: Composing
Option A: Two compositions.  Total duration of compositions: 
4-6 minutes (25% of qualification)
Option B: Three compositions.  Total duration of compositions: 
8-10 minutes (35% of qualification)

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Eduqas

Component 3: Appraising
Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes (40% of qualification).  
Questions include:
1.	 Set work analysis with a score
2.	 Extended responses on wider context
3.	 Unprepared extracts of music with and without a score
4.	 Comparison questions
Areas of study include:
A:	 The Western Classical Tradition
B:	 Rock and Pop
C:	 Musical Theatre
D:	 Jazz
E:	 Into the twentieth century
F:	 Into the twenty-first century

The A-level course includes a mixture of musical traditions and
styles to suit all tastes. Great emphasis is placed upon developing
independence of thought and expression, a capacity for
intellectual study, and greater personal awareness of the social
and sociological factors that permeate the creation of music.

Most students will have successfully followed the GCSE course,
although gifted performers or composers, after consultation with
staff, could be accepted without GCSE music. Those taking the
course will be fully involved in practical music making and so
enthusiasm and dedication are essential.

The unique skills gained by music students will enhance their
profile and ultimately their employability: self-management,
team work, social awareness, problem solving, communication,

numeracy and IT skills. A music student develops all seven of
these. By this measure, music students and graduates gain skills
which are valuable to employers. 

A significant number of our Music A-level students continue their 
music studies and the school has a good record of students 
entering top universities and conservatoires. Additionally, students 
who have taken Music A-level go on to take a broad range of 
degree courses, from art and biology to medicine or physics.  

According to the World Economic Forum, in the future, creativity 
is going to be one of the most important and in-demand skills at 
work.  When global business leaders were surveyed, they voted 
creativity as the most important workplace skill to help their 
businesses survive and grow.  An A-level in Music allows students 
to demonstrate their creativity.

Music is a varied and interesting A-level subject which develops a plethora of 
music skills: performance, composition, harmony, aural, analytical skills and essay 
writing techniques. If you are naturally creative and enjoy a variety of activities 
and disciplines, then music A-level is the one for you.

Students will develop an in-depth understanding of music production 
software and will learn how to analyse typical technical features used in 
the sector. 

Practical tasks will include sequencing and working with audio and 
synthesis. Class-based lessons will focus on developing in-depth 
understanding of the techniques and principles behind music 
technology as well as an understanding of how the music industry 
functions, exploring current trends and developments in popular music. 

The course is equivalent to one A-level and carries the equivalent 
UCAS points. 
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BTEC Digital Music Production

There are two mandatory units:  
• music and sound for media 
• digital audio workstation (DAW) production. 

Students will be able to add three optional units, from a choice of four, 
to the mandatory content.  

These have been designed to support the progression of students to 
a range of employment opportunities in digital music production, and 
to a range of higher education courses. 
The optional units cover areas such as: 
• creative synthesis and sampling 
• remixing and reworking 
• mixing and mastering techniques 
• commercial music production.

The BTEC National Extended Certificate in Digital Music Production is a vocational 
course focusing on the use of music technology to create, remix, master and 
produce popular music.

Course Outline 
Students will be assessed through a series of coursework assignments and an external assessment that will be set and marked by the exam 
board. The course has a strong practical element, therefore most of the coursework tasks will be practical in nature. Written work will support 
detailed understanding of technical concepts and terminology. 

The BTEC National Extended Certificate in Digital Music Production develops the skills of students in a number of key areas that are attractive to 
employers and higher education institutions.  These include: 

A.  Cognitive and problem-solving skills 
B.  Intrapersonal and interpersonal skills 
C.  The ability to learn independently 
D.  The ability to research actively and methodically 
F.  Being able to give active presentations and being active group members

Examination Board: Pearson

BTECA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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Three-Dimensional Design is ideal for students who enjoy making, 
designing, and thinking spatially. It offers a chance to develop 
practical and conceptual skills in real-world design contexts as 
well as opportunities to work independently and collaboratively on 
ambitious projects.

This course prepares students for careers in architecture, product 
and interior design, and more. It offers a strong foundation 
for creative degrees and apprenticeships with a portfolio that 
showcases both technical ability and creative thinking.

This exciting and hands-on A-level course allows students to explore the world 
of three-dimensional design through a wide range of creative disciplines. These 
may include architecture, product design, interior design, set design, sculpture, 
and environmental design.
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Art & Design: Three-Dimensional Design

Course Outline  
Examination Board: OCR

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60%)

•	 A practical portfolio based on a theme or brief  
	 chosen by the student.

•	 Includes a written study (minimum 1000 words)  
	 exploring the context of the work.

Component 2: Externally Set Task (40%)

•	 A practical response to one of several themes  
	 released by OCR on 1st February.

•	 Includes a 15-hour period of sustained focused  
	 work under controlled conditions.

The A-level course continues to develop analytical and practical 
skills within a scientific framework leading on from GCSE. There 
are three written examinations for A-level. 15% of the total A-level 
marks will be for practical knowledge and understanding and this 
will be based on 12 core practical tasks which will be assessed in 
the written papers. 10% of biology exams will assess mathematical 
skills at higher tier GCSE level. 

There is a fieldwork component to units in both Year 12 and 
Year 13. Students will study a variety of ecological sites including 
woodland, rocky shore and sand dunes. The fieldwork will cover 
both theoretical and practical components of the courses. 

Biology is a very popular A-level course and combines well with 
chemistry, geography, psychology, PE, physics and mathematics.

Studying biology can prepare students for a wide range of 
biologically-oriented degrees and careers from anatomy to 
zoology, via newer degrees such as biomedical science or 
molecular biology. The skills learnt in analysis, reasoning and 
precise communication will benefit the student in any discipline 
and is particularly valuable for any prospective medicine or 
veterinary medicine applicant.

Extension opportunities are offered through a popular dissection 
club and cooperation with Medisim, a local trauma surgeon 
working on cost-effective models for training medics.

Biology is an exciting and popular subject in the Sixth Form, covering a wide 
range of topics and skills. A-level study will help nurture a passion for biology, lay 
the foundations for further study and careers in biological sciences and medicine.

Biology

Year 12 
1.	 Biological molecules
2.	 Cells
3.	 Organisms exchange substances 
	 with their environment
4.	 Genetic information, variation and 
	 relationships between organisms

Year 13
5.	 Energy transfers in and between organisms
6.	 Organisms respond to changes in their 
	 internal and external environments
7.	 Genetics, populations, evolution 
	 and ecosystems
8.	 The control of gene expression

Course Outline  
Examination Board: AQA

B
IO

LO
G

Y
A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME

Students will work with materials such as wood, metal, plastics, 
ceramics, and mixed media, developing both traditional and digital 
making skills.

The course encourages personal expression, innovation, and 
problem-solving. Students will learn to take creative risks, develop 
ideas from initial concept to final outcome, and critically reflect 
on their work and the work of others. They will also explore the 
cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts of 3D design.

All work is internally assessed and externally moderated by OCR.
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A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME

Dive into the heart of the most fundamental science with our 
A-Level Physics course. Physics is more than just the study of 
the observable; it’s an exploration into the very fabric of reality, 
offering insights into the underlying principles that govern 
everything from the smallest particle to the grandest galaxy.  

Our course transcends traditional boundaries, venturing beyond 
common perceptions of physics that often limit it to simple 
machines and electrical circuits. As an A-Level physicist, you’ll 
encounter a spectrum of fascinating and sometimes perplexing 
concepts that challenge the mind and spark the imagination.  

While the path of physics is not without its challenges, the 
intellectual rewards are immense. This course is highly esteemed 
in UCAS applications and valued by employers worldwide, 
reflecting its strong international appeal. A solid foundation 
in A-Level Mathematics complements the physics curriculum, 
enhancing your analytical prowess—though it’s not a prerequisite, 
a passion for mathematical problem-solving will serve you well. 

A qualification in physics is a testament to your analytical skills, 
independence, and intelligent problem-solving abilities. It’s a 
versatile asset across a wide array of careers, not only in science 
and engineering but also in business, finance, and law, where these 
skills are in high demand. Your journey begins with an introduction to 
precision measurement techniques, setting the stage for a deeper 
understanding of materials, mechanics, electricity, and waves. The 
first year culminates in an exploration of wave-particle duality and the 
intriguing realm of quantum effects. In the second year, you’ll delve 
into advanced mechanics, examining phenomena such as circular 
motion and simple harmonic motion, along with thermal physics and 
astrophysics. The curriculum also covers electric fields, capacitors, 
radioactivity, nuclear physics, and the intersection of physics with 
medical technology, including the development of medical scanners.  

Throughout the course, you’ll develop essential laboratory skills 
through a series of prescribed practical investigations. These skills 
are not only tested in written exams but also contribute to the 
‘Practical Endorsement’ of the A-Level—a separate recognition of 
your hands-on expertise, complementing your final grade.  

Unlock the Mysteries of the Universe with A-Level Physics.
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Physics

Year 12 
•  Foundations of physics  
•  Forces and motion  
•  Electrons, waves and photons  

Year 13
•  Newtonian world and astrophysics  
•  Particles and medical physics  

Course Outline  
Examination Board: OCR A

The A-level is examined in three written papers. Papers 1 & 2: Each lasting 2 hours and 15 minutes, these 
papers cover distinct topics from the course, allowing students to demonstrate their knowledge in specific 
areas of study. Paper 3: This is a 1 hour 30 minutes paper featuring synoptic questions that span the entire 
course content, testing students’ ability to integrate and apply their understanding across different topics. 

Development of practical skills in physics runs over the two years of the course. 
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Chemistry is the study of all materials: their chemical properties, 
their interactions with other materials, and the various ways of 
creating these materials. A-level study is a small glimpse into the 
world of chemistry.

In Years 12 and 13 the subject is split into three key areas; physical, 
inorganic and organic. Physical chemistry is concerned with atomic 
particles and their effect on the behaviour of materials. Topics 
covered include rates of reaction, chemical bonding and 
chemical energetics.

Organic chemistry (or carbon chemistry) deals with materials that 
had their origins in nature. This may be prehistoric (e.g. crude oil) 
or living (e.g. amino acids).

Inorganic chemistry is the study of the behaviour of some of 
the elements of the periodic table and of their compounds. 
Wherever possible, a practical emphasis is placed on the 
study of these topics.

As a subject, chemistry has a use well beyond its own subject 
area in terms of university entrance, as well as entry onto any of 
the many chemically based university courses. A-level chemistry 
will help students enter courses in physical sciences, geological 
sciences, engineering, environmental sciences, biological 
sciences, medicine, dentistry, nutrition, and veterinary science.

Every single thing with which one comes into contact is actually a chemical 
substance. There may well be no chemical label but, whatever the material, one 
undeniable fact is that it consists of combinations of chemical elements.

Chemistry

Course Outline  
Examination Board: OCR

Module 1: Development of practical skills in chemistry
Module 2: Foundations in chemistry 
Module 3: Periodic table and energy
Module 4: Core organic chemistry
Module 5: Physical chemistry and transition elements
Module 6: Organic chemistry and analysis

Assessments 
Unit 01 Periodic Table, Elements and Physical Chemistry
2 hours 15 minutes synoptic paper consisting of multiple 
choice and structured questions - 37% of the AL course
Unit 02 Synthesis and Analytical Techniques
2 hours 15 minutes synoptic paper consisting of multiple 
choice and structured questions - 37% of the AL course
Unit 03 Unified Chemistry
1 hour 30 minutes synoptic paper consisting of multiple 
choice and structured questions - 26% of the AL course
Practical Endorsement in Chemistry
Non-Examination.  To be reported separately.

   
(Modules 1-4 are covered in Y12, modules 5 and 6 in Year 13):
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They prepare students for a range of HE courses and job roles 
relating to a particular sector. The learner centred approach 
means that, as well as having examinations, students are able to 
complete project-based assessments which count towards their 
final qualification. 

The mandatory units cover an equal amount of chemistry, biology 
and physics, but in our selection of optional units we intend to 
focus on those with a biology or chemistry content e.g. Physiology 
of Human Body Systems.

BTEC National Qualifications provide a broad introduction to Level 3 science that 
gives learners transferable knowledge and skills. 
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BTEC National Level 3 
in Applied Science

The qualification we offer is:

1.	 2 year Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A-level)
2.	 Graded: Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Examination Board: Pearson

This might make our proposed Applied Science course an 
appropriate choice for a student intent on a career in a particular 
occupational area, such as biomedical science or analytical and 
forensic science, but for whom A-level biology or chemistry might 
be a demanding option. 

Units to be covered:
Unit 1:	 Principles and Application of Science
Unit 2:	 Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
Unit 3:	 Science Investigation Skills
Unit 4:	 Physiology of Human Body Systems

Students choosing Applied Science and Sports Science can take those in combination with either the IBCP or A Levels. 
Students choosing other BTEC subjects must do so as part of the IBCP. This is because that the academic elements of 
the IBCP (Psychology and Social and Cultural Anthropology) will have been designed to dovetail with our vocational 
courses to encourage interdisciplinary learning and its associated benefits.

The course will allow students to confidently study real-world 
organisations and make solid suggestions for a greener future 
based on areas that students know about like consumer and 
business topics.

Sustainability and climate change are important local and global 
issues to think about now and for the future. It’s important to help 
young people deal with eco-anxiety and show them positive ways 
to handle these big challenges that the Global community faces. 

The Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is to help students to develop applied 
subject knowledge and transferable skills focussed on the basics of sustainability. 

OCR Level 3 Certificate
in Sustainability

Who is this course for? 
OCR Level 3 Certificate in Sustainability is for students looking to 
progress into employment in the environmental conservation sector 
or higher education programmes related to the environmental 
conservation sector (e.g BSc (Hons) Climate, Sustainability and 
Environmental Management) or degree programmes where 
sustainability modules are becoming increasingly more common. 

Content covered by the qualification includes:
•  climate education
•  sustainable practices
•  linear vs circular economies
•  greenwashing.
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Couse structure:

It has 2 mandatory units:

•	 Fundamentals of sustainability – examined
	 Learn about the key topics relevant to sustainability including the interrelationships of  
	 the three pillars of sustainability and communicating and reporting sustainable practices.

•	 Sustainability in practice - an assignment
	 In this unit you will learn about the practice’s organisations are adopting to become  
	 more sustainable, and the technologies that are being used, research methodologies  
	 and how to analyse data and draw conclusions. A real organisation’s practices will  
	 be researched and recommended how they can become more sustainable. 

The qualification is graded P/M/D/D* and each unit is graded P/M/D.

OCRBTEC
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Core Maths - 
Quantitative Problem Solving

The content of the course is focused on the practical application 
of mathematics and would suit students who would like to develop 
their mathematical skills to assist further study, but who may 
find an A-level in mathematics too challenging. It has the same 
number of UCAS points as an AS level and is assessed by final 
examination after two years of study. The subject will be delivered 
in four periods per fortnight, half the time of an A-level. 

Core maths has been designed to maintain and develop real-life 
maths skills. What you study is not purely theoretical or abstract; 
it can be applied on a day-to-day basis in work, study or life and 
includes a financial maths element. It will also help with other 
A-level subjects, in particular with science, geography, business 
studies, psychology and economics.

Core maths is a Level 3 qualification for students who wish to develop their 
practical maths skills for the real world, be it in work, study or everyday life. Core 
maths is about students doing meaningful mathematical problems to increase 
their confidence in using maths and to be better equipped for the mathematical 
demands of other courses, higher education, employment and life. 
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Course Outline  
Assessment: AQA

2 x 2 hour papers
Paper 1: Introduction to Quantitative Reasoning 
Paper 2: Statistical Problem Solving

26 CORE MATHS 

Mathematics is not about learning facts. You will not achieve 
success by just reading a textbook or by revising from detailed 
notes; you will spend your time thinking about logical processes 
and developing understanding of abstract concepts. In addition, 
you will need to ‘do’ mathematics and your time will be spent 
working through problems. It teaches you to think in a logical way, 
something which is vital when putting across a coherent argument.

Mathematics A-level is well respected by employers and 
admissions tutors for all degree subjects and is considered a 
good platform for a wide variety of courses. Our opinion is that 
mathematics gets more interesting the further you take it and can 
lead to some surprising areas of further study.

At GCSE, you are building the foundations so that you have the 
tools which will enable you to understand many interesting A-level 
topics. However, compared to GCSE mathematics, this A-level 
is more abstract and understanding of algebraic processes is a 
central skill.

All students who take A-level mathematics will study pure 
mathematics units which will develop rigorous thinking and an 
appreciation of the beauty within abstract processes. You will 
also study the application of mathematics to both statistics and 
mechanics. The use of technology is an integral part of this course, 
so you will develop an appreciation of the use of calculators 
and spreadsheets and graphing software for mathematical 
investigation.

Mathematics is a universal subject that has applications in many other areas of 
study. An essential part of mathematics is the challenge of analysing a problem 
and developing an effective strategy to find a viable solution.

Mathematics

Although a new A-level mathematics syllabus has been introduced nationally for 
first teaching in 2017, the concepts in this course are very similar to earlier years.

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Edexcel

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1
2 hour examination 

Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2
2 hour examination 

Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics
2 hour examination 
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For someone who enjoys mathematics, it provides a challenge and 
a chance to explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical 
concepts. Students taking further mathematics overwhelmingly 
find it to be an enjoyable, rewarding, stimulating and empowering 
experience. It enables students to distinguish themselves as able 
mathematicians in the university and employment market.

Students who are not planning to study for mathematics-rich
degrees, but who are keen on mathematics will find further
mathematics a very enjoyable course and having a further
mathematics qualification identifies students as having excellent
analytical skills, within whatever area they plan to study or work. 

The further mathematics course is a second A-level in 
mathematics and is always taken in combination with A-level 
mathematics, although the additional content is largely broader 
rather than more demanding.

Any student planning to take a mathematics-rich degree (this covers a very wide 
range of academic areas including engineering, sciences, computing, finance/
economics, statistics, operational research as well as mathematics itself) will 
benefit from taking further mathematics.

Further Mathematics

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Edexcel

Students will be assessed as follows:

Paper 1: Further Core Pure Mathematics 1
1.5 hour examination

Paper 2: Further Core Pure Mathematics 2
1.5 hour examination
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Paper 3: Decision Maths
1.5 hour examination

Paper 4: Further Mechanics or Further Statistics
1.5 hour examination
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This A-level course will give you the understanding and ability 
to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer 
science and ready you for what lies ahead. You will learn to, think 
creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. You will 
apply an understanding of computing in a range of contexts to 
solve problems and you will delve into producing graphical user 
interfaces and object-orientated programming solutions.

By studying Computer Science at A-level, you will open up 
access to lucrative career opportunities in areas such as software 
development, cybersecurity, data science, artificial intelligence 
(AI), and web development. Furthermore, industries such as 
technology, finance, healthcare, and entertainment actively seek 
graduates with computer science backgrounds, presenting a wide 
array of career options.

There is no requirement that you studied Computer Science at 
GCSE, but interest in the subject is a must and having experience 
of coding will better prepare you for the course. The programming 
aspects of the course will be delivered in Python, but the skills 
learnt will be transferable to any high-level computer language.

Within the course, you will study a range of theory topics. These 
include the principles and understanding linked to programming, 
hardware and software, networks, systems development life 
cycles and implications of computer use.

The majority of assessment is via written examination, but there is 
also a Non Exam Assessment Programming Project. The NEA gives 
you the opportunity to analyse, design, develop and evaluate a 
solution to a computing problem and can be programmed using 
any of the languages accepted by the exam board.

Computer Science is arguably one of the most essential disciplines of the 21st century.

Computer Science

Course Outline  
Examination Board: OCR Paper 2 Algorithms and Programming  

(Exam 2hrs 30min – 40%)
2.1 Elements of computational thinking
2.2 Problem solving and programming
2.3 Algorithms

Programming Project (NEA – 20%)
3.1 Analysis of the problem
3.2 Design of the solution
3.3 Developing the solution
3.4 Evaluation

   
Paper 1 Computer Systems  
(Exam 2hrs 30min – 40%)
1.1 The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output 
and storage devices
1.2 Software and software development
1.3 Exchanging data
1.4 Data types, data structures and algorithms
1.5 Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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In Business you will study how entrepreneurs and managers 
turn great ideas into profit. We examine what makes businesses 
work: production, marketing, finance and human resources 
management.  You will also find out about the global forces 
that impact upon business – from the impact of a disease to 
soaring energy prices.  Everything will be relatable to your 
life and to your future. 

Students are encouraged to research into actual businesses 
to apply the theory to reality.  You learn practical skills like 
accounting, business management and business analysis. 
Topics covered include cash-flow, business planning, enterprise, 
budgeting and marketing. 

As a result of studying Business at A-level, students gain a 
rounded understanding of businesses - and their ability to meet 
society’s needs and wants.

Yes, the point of a business is to make a profit, but it is increasingly 
important for tomorrow’s business leaders to meet high ethical 
and environmental standards.

Business A-level helps students acquire an impressive range of 
skills. You will be a better decision-maker and problem-solver as 
a result of doing this subject. Students can use critical analysis 
and they develop numerical skills in a range of business contexts. 
Since most future careers will entail some elements of business 
understanding, Business combines well with any other subject.

A-level Business is a subject which provides a foundation to 
study subjects such as accountancy, banking, business, finance, 
human resources, marketing or management at degree level.  
Alternatively, you might just go on to become the next Steve Jobs!

“If you really look closely, most overnight successes took a long time” (Steve Jobs)

Business

Paper 1	
Marketing, people and global businesses 
(9BS01/01)
2 hours, consisting of two data response 
questions. 35% of overall assessment.

Paper 2	
Business activities, decisions and strategy 
(9BS01/02)
2 hours, consisting of two data response 
questions. 35% of overall assessment.

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Edexcel

Paper 3	
Investigating business in a competitive 
environment (9BS01/03)
2 hours, consisting of two data response 
questions based on pre-released case study 
material. 30% of overall assessment.
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Economics

This magnificent subject is for anybody who wants to know more 
about fairness, equality, how we get rich, why some people stay 
poor and to understand, in the immortal words of Abba: ‘Money, 
money, money’.

In Year 12, students will investigate both micro and macroeconomic 
issues. Microeconomics is the study of why and how individual 
people, businesses and markets behave the way that they do. 
Macroeconomics is the study of the economic system – growth, 
inflation, employment, trade and money. By the end of the year, 
you will be able to understand the headline economic news. 

Year 13 develops the micro and macroeconomics already learnt, 
consider economic concepts and theories in greater depth and 
recognise the values and limitations of economic models. 

You will find that a lot of our time in class involves discussions 
which link economic choices with political, social and personal 
questions. Students can assess the strengths and limitations 
of complex government policy decisions. These decisions are 
explored in a broader context, including the impact of leaving the 
European Union and globalisation on the UK economy. 

As a social science, Economics combines well with a range 
of A-level subjects and develops both quantitative skills and 
written communication. A-level Economics is a highly respected 
academic discipline which provides a foundation to study subjects 
such as business, economics, economic history, finance, human 
geography, international relations, management, psychology, 
sociology or politics at degree level.

You live in a world of infinite wants and finite resources. Norway is one of the best 
places on the planet to live right now. But we would need three and a half planet 
Earths for everybody to live like Norwegians. 

Paper 1: Multiple Choice
1 hour, consisting of 30 multiple  
choice questions.

Paper 2: Data Response and Essay
2 hours, consisting of one data response 
and two structured essays - one micro and 
one on macroeconomics.

Paper 3: Multiple Choice
1 hour 15 minutes, consisting of  
30 multiple choice questions.

Paper 4: Data Response and Essay
2 hours, consisting of one  
data response and two structured essays, one on 
micro and the other on macroeconomics.

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Cambridge International Exams

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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Geography can be combined readily with a range of other A-level 
courses and the variety of content and skills in the course gives 
the student wider career opportunities, whether they have a 
science or arts background. Geography graduates are highly 
employable due to the transferable skills developed during their 
studies, such as analytical thinking, problem-solving, and spatial 
awareness. They work in diverse fields, from environmental 
management and planning to finance and IT. A geography 
degree can be a pathway to various careers, not just those 
traditionally associated with the subject. There is an emphasis on 
fieldwork and Year 12 students attend a residential field course in 
Manchester in the Spring term. This voluntary trip costs around 
£220 and includes transport, full board and tuition for four days 
and three nights. 

Geography A-level requires students to have a good understanding of the 
processes at work in the formation of the physical and human world.

Geography

Paper 1: Core Physical Geography 
1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of data  
response and longer questions 

Paper 2: Core Human Geography 
1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of data  
response and longer questions

Paper 3: Advanced Physical Options 
1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of data  
response and essay questions

Paper 4: Advanced Human Options 
1 hour 30 minutes, consisting of data  
response and essay questions

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Cambridge International Examinations (CIE)
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Geography students will follow the international A-level 
specification which is studied by thousands of students around the 
world. This enables our own geographers to develop a broader 
perspective on international issues. 

In Year 12, students will investigate core physical processes 
underpinning hazardous events such as floods and earthquakes 
with the causes, impacts and solutions to climate change, as well 
as topical issues in human geography such as population and 
migration, urban change and water resource management. In Year 
13, students will develop an advanced knowledge of hazardous 
environments and the development of desert landscapes, along 
with a deep understanding of global human topics including trade, 
aid tourism and the geography of disease. 

HISTORY  33
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So says billionaire investor Jim Rogers who earned his bachelor’s
degree not in economics or business studies, but history. He is
also absolutely correct. History is the study of humanity’s past.
Only by learning what happened, and why, can we understand
where we are today. History can also give us clues as to where we
are going in the future. As the great American author and wit Mark
Twain once said, “history doesn’t repeat itself, but it does rhyme.”

History should not only be learned for its own sake, but it is also
a highly respected academic discipline and is often a gateway
to careers in politics, journalism, law, marketing and education.
Even if history does not fit in with your career plans, it is a very
useful subject to study; many employers value the study of history
because of the skills this discipline develops. These include the
ability to think critically, develop arguments, solve problems and
communicate articulately, both orally and through prose.

The History Department follows the Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE) A-Level. The topics offered are exciting and 
engaging. 

In Year 12, students examine the Holocaust, Fascist Italy and Nazi 
Germany. In Year 13, students study three of the following four 
subjects: the Industrial Revolution in Britain, German unification, 
the French Revolution and the Russian Revolution. 

There is no course work component to the CIE. 

Examinations, which are sat at the end of Y13, assess historical 
knowledge, source analysis, the understanding of historical 
interpretations and the ability to form arguments and make 
judgements.

“Study history very carefully. Learn precisely what happened and what did not.  
This will help you understand what is about to happen in the world.”

History

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Cambridge International Examinations (CIE)

Paper One: Modern Europe, 1750–1921 
 1 hour 15 minutes examination – source analysis
 The Industrial Revolution in Britain, 1750–1850

Component Two: Modern Europe, 1789–1917
 1 hour 45 minutes examination – two essay questions
•  Liberalism and nationalism in Germany, 1815–71
•  The Russian Revolution, 1894–1921

Paper Three: The Holocaust
1 hour 15 minutes examination – one question on historical
interpretation

Paper Four: European history in the interwar years, 1919–41 
1 hour 45 minutes examination – answer two essay questions
•  Mussolini’s Italy
•  Hitler’s Germany

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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RPE provides critical skills through its academic approach. 
The curriculum has a rigorous focus on the development of 
an analytical perspective on differing approaches and world 
views. The curriculum enhances skills such as producing 
concise and persuasive arguments, both in written and verbal 
contexts. RPE students will gain skills and confidence in 
discussing religious and philosophical distinctions, which will 
improve their ability to communicate and collaborate in the 
workplace and the world.  

Of the three components, Philosophy considers the 
fundamental questions of existence such as ‘why are we here’ 
and ‘what is truth?’. 

Of all the world faiths, Hinduism is the oldest and it has 
influenced the beliefs and practices of all religions, including 

the birth of geometry and numeracy. It is a fascinating belief 
system and has had a vast cultural influence in the Indian 
subcontinent and beyond. The Religion element of this course 
considers these factors in depth. Of all the books in the Western 
world, none has affected culture more than the New Testament, as 
it has influenced the moral, political and cultural ethos of so many 
countries. The Religion element of this course considers these 
factors in depth.  Ethics involves the study of language such as 
‘good’ and ‘evil’, ‘right’ and ‘wrong’. It provides a study of different 
ethical approaches and most significantly an analysis of sexual 
ethics, medical ethics, and war – all of which are developing so 
quickly as to outstrip traditional ethical interpretations. 

To study A-Level RPE you do not need to be religious and nor do 
you have had to have completed Religious Studies at GCSE.

In a rapidly-changing world, young people seek to find their place. By studying 
the triumvirate of religion, philosophy and ethics, students will be able to draw on 
subjects vital to understanding and flourishing in the modern world.  

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE)

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel 9RS0 

Students will study three complementary approaches: 
Each component is 33% of the final exams.

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
Paper 3: Study of Religion: Hinduism

Students need to make connections between all 
approaches studied. The comparison of the writings of 
scholars is a key element in the new criteria to explore 
differing viewpoints about the development of ideas.

The aims and objectives of this qualification are  
to enable students to:
•	 Develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion 

and belief and relate it to the wider world.
•	 Develop knowledge and understanding 

appropriate to a specialist study of religion.
•	 Develop an understanding and appreciation of 

religious thought and its contribution to individuals, 
communities, and societies.

•	 Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach 
to the study of religion.

•	 Reflect on and develop their own values, opinions, 
and attitudes in the light of their study.

You will learn a variety of skills including analytical thinking,
improved communication, problem solving and many more that
will prepare you for an exciting future with the possibility of a
range of fantastic careers.

Over the course of the A-level you will explore a range of 
subject areas including social influence, memory, attachment, 
psychopathology, relationships, schizophrenia and forensic pathology.  

There are three exams, each accounting for one third of
your A-level.  

A good GCSE grade in English, Maths and a Science is 
recommended for A-level Psychology. Good mathematical skills 
will be advantageous as a minimum 10% of the assessment will 
test candidates’ mathematical skills, as these are used to analyse 
psychological research. English skills are used and developed in 
the evaluation of psychological theories and research. In addition, 
a science background is beneficial in providing a foundation for 
understanding the biological basis of human behaviour. 

Ever wondered if prison really does change criminal behaviour? Or why some 
people conform? Or perhaps if the experiences you had before the age of five 
really do shape the person you are today? A-level psychology will give you an 
understanding of the way people think and why people behave in certain ways.
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Psychology

The three exams last 2 hours and are worth 96 marks
each (33.3% of the A-level). The exams consist of multiple 
choice, short answer and extended writing questions

Paper 1: Introductory topics in psychology
Paper 2: Psychology in context
Paper 3: Issues and options in psychology

Course Outline  
Examination Board: AQA

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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It is a highly respected A-level that can be instrumental in helping 
students gain university places in a variety of subjects. English 
Language A-level will allow you to conduct data analysis, write 
discursive essays, explore original writing and research-based 
investigative writing. In turn, students develop a wide range of 
skills. These include critical reading, data analysis, evaluation, the 
ability to develop and sustain arguments and a number of different 
writing skills which are invaluable for both further study and future 
employment. 

The opportunities are endless with this subject and there are 
a range of potential career pathways resulting from this field 
including: journalism, publishing, editing, teaching, psychology, 
anthropology and education, law etc. 

Students will follow the AQA specification. On this course, 
the programme is linear meaning that students will sit their 
examinations at the end of the two-year programme. 

English Language is an ideal choice for anyone who loves deconstructing the 
purpose of language choices and considering texts in the wider world.  Studying 
English Language at A-level will encourage you to explore contexts, connections 
and readings from different theoretical starting points, as well as studying the 
systematic frameworks of linguistics. This course demands high levels of linguistic 
and analytical skill.
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English Language

Course Outline  
Examination Board: AQA Specification A

Paper 1: Language, the individual and society (40%) 
Paper length - 2 hours and 30 minutes
Section A: Textual variations and representations 
This paper deals with concepts of audience, purpose, field  
and genre and adds the idea of mode. 
Section B: Children’s language development
This paper examines concepts associated with language 
acquisition in the spoken and written mode. Students engage 
with a range of theories and research associated with these 
areas. Methods of language analysis are key focus in  
both sections.

Paper 2: Language diversity and change (40%) 
Paper length - 2 hours and 30 minutes
Section A: Diversity and change 
Students will engage in an essay style response regarding  
the topic selected. 
Section B: Language discourses
In this paper, they will conduct an analytical critical discussion 
of unseen texts and comparative elements. Within this section 
there is an opportunity for a creative writing task. For this paper, 
students will examine areas such as sociolinguistics, gender, 
accent and dialect as well as global English. 

Non-exam assessment: (20%) This folder consists of two pieces. 
A language investigation studying a written and spoken data set 
of your choice and an original writing piece, where you engage 
in a language debate of your choice with an accompanying 
commentary to justify your creative choices.
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It is a highly respected A-level that can be instrumental in helping
students gain university places in a variety of subjects. English
Literature will teach you to think analytically, consider different
interpretations, as well as to listen and respond to others
sensitively. One of the most important skills you will learn is how to
write coherently and critically.

This is an essential skill that will aid you in your other subjects and
is invaluable in higher education and the world of employment 
including: Journalism; Human Resources; Law; Teaching; 
Marketing; Writing; Editing and Broadcasting.

Students will follow the Edexcel specification. On this course,
students may have clean copies of texts in all examinations.

English Literature is an ideal choice for anyone who loves reading and books, 
and is interested in the big questions affecting human existence. Studying English 
Literature at A-level will encourage you to read widely and independently, both 
set texts and ones you choose yourself, exploring contexts, connections and 
readings from different theoretical starting points.
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English Literature

Course Outline  
Examination Board: Edexcel

Paper 1: Drama (30%)  Paper length: 2 hours and 15 minutes
Section A: Shakespeare
One essay question from a choice of two on the studied 
Shakespeare text.
Section B: Other drama
One essay question from a choice of two on the studied 
drama text.

Paper 2: Prose (20%)  Paper length: 1 hour and 15 minutes
One comparative essay question, from a choice of two, 
on the studied prose texts.

Paper 3: Poetry (30%)  Paper length 2 hours and 15 minutes
Section A: Contemporary Poetry
One essay question, from a choice of two, comparing an unseen 
modern poem and one named poem from the studied collection.
Section B: Poetry collections
One essay question, from a choice of two, on the studied period 
or author.

Non-exam assessment: (20%
One extended comparative essay referring to two texts 
(2500-3000 words).

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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What? In Year 12, you continue to broaden your understanding of 
the language and how to speak and write it. Topics such as the 
changing nature of family and ‘cyber-society’ help to bridge the 
gap between GCSE and Year 12. The skills you will learn will be 
very practical and we hope that you will also develop an interest 
in the culture and traditions of the country by studying film and 
contemporary Francophone music. 

In Year 13, your knowledge of society will be extended to include 
topics such as immigration, poverty and crime and punishment. 
The Year 13 course also has a slightly bigger cultural element, 
where you will study French literature.

How? Throughout the course, there will be regular tasks set to 
assess your ability in listening, reading and writing, as well as your 
knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. During the Sixth Form, 
you will be taught by a team of two teachers and we also arrange 
a weekly conversation class with the French assistante to prepare 
you for the oral exam and to give you the chance to use the 
spoken language.

Whatever your interests or aspirations, continuing your French into 
the Sixth Form will, quite literally, open up the world to you.

Why? For many students, not just those who are passionate about languages, 
learning French opens up new opportunities and gives you perspectives you 
might never otherwise encounter. You are not merely obtaining a qualification, 
but rather a valuable skill which will be recognised and valued by higher 
education institutions and employers alike.
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Modern Languages - French

Paper 1
Listening, reading, writing
2 hours 30 minutes (50%)

Paper 2
Two x 250-word essays in French (literature and film)
2 hours (20%)

Paper 3
Speaking (stimulus card followed by Individual  
Research Project 16-18 minutes 30%)

Course Outline  
Examination Board: AQA

There are many professional and academic benefits of learning 
Spanish at A-Level. Not only do languages enrich your global 
cultural knowledge, they can also improve your comprehension 
and critical thinking skills.
Learning Spanish at A-Level will help you gain competency in 
these four main areas: Speaking, Listening, Reading, Writing.

Speaking – Being able to speak a second language will enable 
you to communicate on a conversational level as well as give 
presentations and speeches in a professional context.

Listening – Studying a language will expose you to different 
speaking styles, accents, and dialects, not to mention helping you 
understand a second language when spoken at speed.

Why? In our globalised world, the ability to speak another language is seen as 
a huge asset to most companies. As degrees are now more commonplace, 
any added skills that you can bring to the table will see you become a stronger 
contender for a job.

SPA
N

ISH

Modern Languages - Spanish

Course Outline  
Examination Board: AQA

Paper 1
Listening, reading, writing
2 hours 30 minutes (50%)

Paper 2
Two x 250-word essays in Spanish (literature and film)
2 hours (20%)

Paper 3
Speaking (stimulus card followed by Individual  
Research Project 16-18 minutes 30%)

Reading – Your comprehension skills will be improved through 
reading in Spanish. You will be able to read new books, and 
understand newspapers and online news sites.

Writing – Learning Spanish at A-Level will expand your vocabulary 
and improve your written style in the language. In Year 12 you will 
learn topics such as changing attitudes towards marriage, equal 
rights and smartphones. Your knowledge of the Hispanic world will 
be extended in your second year to include topics such as racism, 
immigration and the place of today’s youth in society. 

Studying (and ultimately fluently speaking) a foreign language 
helps break down barriers and connects human beings on a 
deeper level of mutual understanding.

A-LEVEL PROGRAMMEA-LEVEL PROGRAMME
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However, it is much more intrinsically valuable than that; the EPQ 
provides students with the opportunity to research their chosen 
topic and present it in a way that suits them. It helps students 
develop the kind of research skills that both universities and 
employers highly value.

Formal lessons – one period per week - begin in the November 
of Year 12. There are taught and supervisory elements to the 
programme which your assigned supervisor will take you 
through until your final presentation in October of Year 13. The 
real learning, however, will take outside of the classroom as you 
do the necessary research. The key deadlines are mid-June of 
Year 12 for submission of the first draft and September of Year 
13 for submission of the final dissertation. Time management is 
a crucial skill and the most successful students are those who 
meet the deadlines.

The EPQ develops a range of skills, including critical thinking, 
problem solving, analysis and evaluation. Students are taught 
how to approach research in a critical manner, as well as how to 
Harvard reference. They also develop the ability to manage their 
own workload. 

Universities are increasingly keen on the qualification as 
it prepares students for the demands of their courses. 
Many students speak positively about this preparation for 
undergraduate study and many have received reduced grade 
offers on the basis of a good grade in their EPQ. 

The EPQ is a level 3 qualification which carries a UCAS tariff worth half an A-level 
and can result in some universities making a lower A-level offer.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

Course Outline  
Examination Board: AQA

The EPQ is research led. Independently, students decide on 
a project and come up with a question that allows them to 
demonstrate higher order thinking skills. Students are then 
encouraged to research critically, and this will lead to either:

•  A 5000-word dissertation or 
•  An artefact with a 1000+ word outcome. 

They then complete a presentation, focused on the whole 
process from start to finish.
The qualification is assessed in four areas: 

•  Management of the project 
•  Research and referencing
•  Development and realisation
•  Review and communication. 

EPQ

Both courses allow students to develop their knowledge, 
understanding and skills of the principles of sport and physical 
activity. Students will gain an insight into the sports sector and cover 
topics which include; Body Systems and the Effects of Physical 
Activity, Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership, and Sports 
Organisation and Development. Students will also apply their skills 
and knowledge practically in preparation for further study or in the 
workplace. Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the 
breadth of the sector, the Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport 
and Physical Activity focuses on the requirements that today’s 
universities and employers demand. The course is assessed 
through 2 modular exams and written/practical course work.  

Those that would like to complete the double award will also 
cover the following units; Performance Analysis, Working Safely 
in Sport and Leisure as well as Biomechanics and Movement 
Analysis. This course is made up of an additional exam and five 
coursework units. The double award would suit a student who has 
a clear view that higher education and/or a career path in the field 
of sport and physical activity is of interest.  

We welcome all students on the Level 3 Cambridge Technical in 
Sport and Physical Activity.

Within the Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity course, we offer both the 
Single and Double qualification. The single award is equivalent to one full A-level, whilst the 
double award is equivalent to two A-levels. This gives students the opportunity to complete 
two A-levels in a more vocational format, with a variety of coursework and exam units. 
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Cambridge Technical in Sport 
and Physical Activity

Depending on student interest, we could 
offer this qualification as either
 
1.	 Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A-level) or
2.	 Diploma (equivalent to 2 A-levels)

The latter would suit a student who had a clear view that their higher education 
and/or career path was in the field of sport or physical activity.

   

EPQCTEC

Course Outline  
Examination Board: OCR
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The EAL programme throughout the Sixth Form is focused 
on developing your range of language, your study skills, and 
preparing for the IELTS examination, which is essential for 
university entry. Engagement in a range of academic and 
extra-curricular activities will contribute to the improvement of 
your linguistic skills. EAL lessons provide a structure and more 
systematic analysis of English to help you formalise your language 
development.
 
In Year 12, you prepare for the IELTS exam, which you can take at 
school at the end of the Spring Term. There are four components 
to the exam: Reading (1 hour), Writing (1 hour), Listening (50 
minutes) and Speaking (15 minutes). In order to achieve a 

English is a key skill which will support international students in their Sixth Form 
study, at university, and beyond. Whilst entrants to the Sixth Form need to meet 
the required level of English, further development will ensure that they maximise 
their potential in their chosen subjects and their university course.

English as an Additional Language

satisfactory score in the exam, you need to have a wide range 
of grammatical structure and vocabulary, and be able to use the 
language appropriately and accurately. These are all aspects of 
English which are studied in Year 12 EAL lessons.
 
On entry to Year 13, many students have achieved their required 
IELTS score and follow a reduced EAL timetable. The focus of EAL 
lessons in this year is to help you build the linguistic knowledge 
and skills which you will need for university study including, 
the study of academic vocabulary, note-taking, essay planning, 
research skills and referencing. 
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During each term, the students are asked to document and reflect 
on the extra-curricular activities in which they regularly participate. 

These cover:
•  �Academic Engagement (eg debating, lectures,  

STEM club, wider reading)
•  Action (eg sport, drama, music)
•  Service (eg CCF, charities committee, WEBS)
•  Adventure (Ten Tors, Duke of Edinburgh)

The West Buckland Sixth Form Diploma has been developed as part of our 
commitment to prepare students for an enriching future. We encourage our 
Sixth Formers to explore and experience a range of activities and challenges to 
develop the character values that the school upholds.

Sixth Form Diploma

Students will then reflect on what they have done:
•  Are they being respectful? 
•  Did they have curiosity to explore further? 
•  Were they honest in their decisions? 
•  How did they show kindness to others today? 
•  Was there an element of resilience involved? 

This reflective exercise is very useful when writing personal 
statements and CVs, or university or job applications.

Diplomas are awarded at three levels: pass, merit and distinction.
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