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How to Move to Ghana
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Here's a 2024 comprehensive "how-to" manual on relocating from the U.S. to Ghana, covering
each step from planning to settling in:



1 Research Ghana's Lifestyle, Culture, and Communities

e Learn about Ghana: Read about the culture, history, and daily life to
understand what to expect. Key cultural points include the
friendliness of Ghanaians, traditional values, and regional differences.

e Connect with Others: Join online groups or forums for expatriates in
Ghana, such as those on Facebook or Internations. Expat groups
often provide insights on housing, schools, and local customs.

2 Budgeting and Financial Preparation

e Plan a Budget: Ghana’s cost of living varies depending on the city.
Accra, the capital, is more expensive than other areas. Consider
housing, utilities, groceries, transportation, and healthcare.

e Banking and Money Transfers: Research banks in Ghana that
support international transfers, such as Ecobank, Fidelity Bank, and
Standard Chartered. Mobile money services (like MTN Mobile
Money) are popular for transactions in Ghana.

e Tax Obligations: Determine your U.S. tax obligations for foreign
income and research any double taxation agreements between the
U.S. and Ghana.

3 Legal Preparations and Documentation

e Passport and Visa: Ensure your U.S. passport is valid for at least six
months. Obtain a visa through the Ghanaian embassy or consulate.
There are several types of visas depending on your purpose (work,
study, etc.), with tourist visas for shorter stays and work or residence
permits for longer stays.

e Residence and Work Permits: For work or business relocation,
obtain the appropriate permits. Ghana's Immigration Service
provides information on applying for work permits and residence
permits.

e Health and Vaccinations: Get required vaccinations (yellow fever is
mandatory) and consider others like malaria, hepatitis A, and
typhoid. Bring any necessary medications and copies of your
medical records.

4 Shipping and Moving Personal Belongings

e Ship Essentials: Research shipping companies for larger items,
though moving companies can be costly. Ghana has specific import
regulations, so check customs guidelines before shipping.



e Travel Light: Some items, like electronics, are more expensive in
Ghana. Others, like certain foods, may be hard to find. Decide what
you can purchase locally versus what you need to bring.

5 Housing in Ghana

e Explore Housing Options: Decide on a city, then look for housing.
Accra and Kumasi are popular with expatriates, though other cities
offer affordable and quieter lifestyles.

e Renting vs. Buying: Most expats start by renting, with leases usually
paid one or two years upfront. Real estate agents or reputable rental
sites can help. Be prepared for apartments without air conditioning
or hot water, as these are sometimes considered luxury amenities.

6 Establishing Healthcare and Insurance

e Health Insurance: Obtain international health insurance before
leaving or register with a local provider once in Ghana. Some expats
use private clinics and hospitals for healthcare.

e Emergency Services: Familiarize yourself with nearby hospitals,
clinics, and emergency contacts.

7 Schooling for Children (if applicable)

Explore Schooling Options: Ghana offers international schools, private
schools, and public schools. Many expats choose international schools
for continuity with U.S.-based curriculums, though these can be
expensive.

8 Getting Around Ghana

e Public Transport: Familiarize yourself with “trotros” (shared
minibuses) and local taxis. Ride-sharing apps like Uber and Bolt
operate in major cities.

e Car Purchase and Licensing: Consider buying a car if you plan to
travel outside of major cities. You’ll need a Ghanaian driver’s license,
which can be converted from a U.S. license.

9' Employment and Business Setup

e Networking for Job Opportunities: If you’re moving for work,
research professional networks and associations for expats. For
those interested in entrepreneurship, Ghana offers a growing
market, especially in tech, agriculture, and tourism.



e Business Registration: For starting a business, register with Ghana's
Registrar General's Department. You may need to provide proof of
funds or comply with local partner requirements for certain
industries.

10.

Integrating into Ghanaian Society

e Learn Key Phrases in Local Languages: English is widely spoken,
but knowing basic phrases in Twi or other local languages can be
helpful.

e Embrace Local Events: Attend cultural festivals, explore traditional
foods, and join community events to build relationships with locals.

Final Tips

e Stay Flexible: Be patient and open-minded, as some aspects of life in Ghana may differ from the
U.S.
e Seek Guidance: Locals and expats alike can be invaluable in helping you



