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“Every approach that 
promises both bold 

action and the 
continuation of 

current practices and 
systems leads us 
inexorably into 

magical thinking.”

Axel Steffen



The aviation industry’s belief in magic

Sascha Nick & 
Philippe 

Thalmann, EPFL



Julia Steinberger, Unil et al.
We have to 
move here



https://amp-theguardian-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/amp.theguardian.com/environment/2023/may/02/many-
europeans-want-climate-action-but-less-so-if-it-changes-their-lifestyle-shows-poll

The magic of the 
ecological transition

We support change, as long as we
do not have to change our own
lifestyle





Lion Man, 30.000 BC



Vishnu, 400 ADSekhmet, 1390 BCLion Man, 30.000 BC



The flute in the cave

The lionman story 
came with music



Lascaux: The first movie in the cave



What we DO
always depends on 
the stories in which 

we BELIEVE

For Aboriginals in 
Western Australia, it was 
a sacred site with 
46,000 years of continual 
occupation.

For Rio Tinto it was 
a highly profitable 
iron ore mine.

Juukan Gorge cave in Australia



We first have to imagine what is not there before we can create it



HOPEPUNK
We will not solve the ecological crisis 
only by technological progress, we have 
to narrate a different civilization, a 
different economy, different 
organizations, different ways of life.



Please connect on Linkedin to continue the discussion


